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A conference for trade unionists against fascism and racism 
This conference organised by Searchlight Educational Trust and SERTUC is 
aimed at all trade unionists who are opposed to racism and fascism. 

The event will assess the situation after the May 2 local elections and look 

at future strategies for combating the extreme right. 


Saturday 8 June 2002 
10.30am oe 4.30pm Working with the media 

‘ Combating racism & the far right in the workplace 
Trade Union Congress Campaigning during an election 
Congress House Report from Oldham 
Great Russell Street Combating racism & the far right in the community 
London WC1B 3LS 


The importance of trade unions in 
Delegate fees combating racism and fascism 
£15.00 for delegates 


representing union branches 

£10.00 for individuals 

£5.00 unwaged 

Registration deadline Monday 27 May 
Creche available: must be pre- 

booked before registration deadline. 


The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


In the immediate aftermath of the racist inspired 
disturbances in the Northwest, anti-racists and anti- 
fascists were in the doldrums. It was clear that we were 
reaping the seeds of racism that had been sown 
decades ago with the segregation of communities. 
All the hand-wringing in the wake of the Lawrence 
Report had done little to stem the problem of racism 
on the ground and national anti-racist organisations 
seemed impotent in dealing with the mess. Rubbing its 
hands with glee, the British National Party has been 
capitalising on the situation for some time and in the 
May local elections is fielding 68 candidates, the most 
that have ever stood. 

However, at grass-roots level anti-fascists have been 
organising and over the last few months a real fightback 
has begun. Some 100,000 individual anti-fascist leaflets 
have been printed for distribution in areas that the BNP 
is targeting in the local elections on 2 May. Anti-fascists, 
from numerous committees and organisations, have 
taken the fight into places that the BNP believes are their 
own natural constituency. Going door-to-door week 
after week in the run-up to the election, the BNP has 
been shocked by the level of campaigning against it. 


May 2002 No 323 


We haven't seen this level of widespread street-active 
anti-fascism in at least a decade, and probably not since 
the 1970s. As we go to press we don't know yet how well 
the BNP will do in the election, but we can be sure that 
whatever happens, the fascists would have done a lot 
better if people hadn't organised against them. 

We are determined that 2 May will not be the end 
of the process of a renewal of anti-fascist forces, but 
the beginning. The real challenge will be keeping the 
various different committees active beyond the election 
period. A lot of lessons have been learned and people 
generally have been prepared to put aside sectarian 
differences so that they can get stuck into the BNP 
We have been heartened by the fact that the material we 
have produced at Searchlight has been snapped up by 
activists around the country. 

The work of local organisers and activists all taking 
time and effort to campaign against fascism and racism 
has been impressive. The fact that so many democrats 
from different backgrounds have joined in the anti-BNP 
campaign shows that broad-based campaigns against 
fascism can still be built. To find out about activity in 
your locality contact the Searchlight office. 
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Full list of the 68 
BNP local election 


candidates standing 
on 2 May 2002 





North East & Yorkshire (16) 
Gateshead Borough Council 
Bensham - 
Kevin Scott 
Teams 
Michael Dafter 
Saltwell 
George Bainbridge 
Sunderland City Council 
Townend Farm 
John Martin 
Hendon 
David Guynan 
Silksworth 
David Rogers 
Thorneyclose 
Joseph Dobbie 
Southwick 
Alan Brettwood 
Fullwell 
Joseph Dobbie 
Leeds City Council 
Harehills 
Mark Collett 
Bradford Metropolitan District Council 
Eccleshill 
Arthur Bentley 
Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council 
Stainforth 
David Owens 
Kirklees Metropolitan Borough Council 
Dewsbury East 
Suzy Claire Bastow 
Dewsbury West 
David Mitchell 
Thornhill 
Nick Cass 
Batley West 
Johnathon Pygott 


[North West (21) 
Burnley Borough Council 

Bank Hall L 
Joan Dewhurst 

Brunshaw 

Simon Bennett 

Cliviger with Worsthorne 

David Edwards 
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Coal Clough and Deerplay 
Len Starr 

Gannow 

Terry Grogan 

Lanehead 

Sarah Sherburn 
Queensgate 

David Haworth 

Rosegrove with Lowerhouse 
Carol Hughes 

Rosehill with Burnley Wood 
James Cowell 

Trinity 

Mark Terrell 
Whittlefield/Ightenhill 

Mark Vickers 
Hapton-with-Park 

John Kenyon 

Gorthorpe 

Andrew Kenyon 

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council 
Alexandra 

William Lockett 
Chadderton South 

Stewart Fullard 

Hollinwood 

Michael Treacy 

Royton North 

Darren Dobson 

St James 

Roy Goodwin 

Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council 
Abram 

Dennis Shambley 

Liverpool City Council 

St Marys 

Raymond Malone 

Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council 
Norwood 

Michael McDermott 


Leicester City Council 

Eyres Monsell 

Edward Scott (by-election) 

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council 
Castle & Priory 

Simon Darby 





Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council 
Princes End 

John Salvage 

Tipton Green 

Kenneth Salvage 
Birmingham City Council 
Weoley 

Lee Windridge 

Stoke City Council 
Fenton Green 

Steve Batkin 


a 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

Bethnal Green North s 
William Wren 

Millwall a 
Gordon Callow 

London Borough of Newham 

Beckton 

Margaret Stones 

Canning Town North 

Michael Davidson 

Royal Docks 

Mark Lond 

Newham direct mayoral election 
Michael Davidson 
London Borough of Waltham Forest 
Chingford Green 

Tracy Flaxton, Glen Hardcastle 
London Borough of Redbridge 
Hainault 

Jason Douglas 

Roding 

Anthony Young 

London Borough of Hillingdon 
Charville 

Peter Shaw 

Harefield 

Ian Edwards 

Heathrow Villages 

Frank McAllister 

London Borough of Bexley 

Colyer 

Lawrence Rustem 

Crayford 

John Bowles 

Erith 

Claire Sayers 

Northend 

Colin Smith, James Seadon, 

Jay Lee 

Northumberland Heath 

Lee Barnes 

London Borough of Lewisham 
Downham 

Barry Roberts, Mary Culnane 
London Borough of Merton 

St Hellier 

Danny Ford 


Broxbourne Borough Council 
Cheshunt North 

John Cope 

Basildon District Council 


Vange 


Matthew Single 











Record slate 
hides gaps in 
key areas 

by Nick Lowles 


record number of British National Party candidates 
A be contesting the forthcoming local elections 
n 2 May. Sixty-eight candidates will be standing 
across the country in a year in which the BNP hopes to 
achieve an electoral breakthrough. 

The riot hit towns of Burnley and Oldham will see 
18 candidates. Seven will be contesting wards in the 
south London borough of Bexley, six will stand in 
Sunderland and four in Dewsbury. 

It is in Burnley and Oldham that the BNP believes it 
has the greatest chance of getting a councillor elected. 
In Burnley, the BNP will be pushing hard in Rosegrove 
with Lowerhouse, Rosehill with Burnley Wood, Hapton- 
with-Park and Brunshaw, while in Oldham the party 
believes it has a strong chance in Hollinwood and 
Alexandra. 

The BNP will be expecting to poll substantial votes in 
several other places where it has been active for the past 
couple of years, including Bexley, Dewsbury, Sandwell, 
Dudley and Stoke, although it is highly unlikely that it 
has any real chance of winning a seat in these towns. 

In Liverpool, Lewisham, Sunderland and Gateshead 
the BNP will be fielding several candidates for the first 
time. Acknowledging that no candidate is going to win 
in these towns, the party hopes the campaign will 
provide a good foundation to make a greater push next 
time. 

With the Labour vote expected to crumble, especially 
in its traditional heartlands in the north, the BNP is 
confident it can achieve a respectable vote in any area it 
is contesting. Were it not for a lack of members willing to 
come forward as candidates and a relatively mediocre 
organisation, the BNP would be putting up many more 
candidates. 

Even in towns where it has already been active, 
- including some of its key target areas, a lack of 
candidates has restricted its election effort. In Oldham, 
where the party was likely to have polled well in virtually 
every ward, the local branch was only able to find five 
candidates. Potential strongholds such as Lees, where 
the BNP could have expected a strong vote on the white 
working class estates of Alt and Holt, will be without a 
party candidate. 

The BNP effort in Yorkshire has similarly been 
restricted. Despite making Bradford a key target, the 
local branch only found one candidate. Undercliffe 
ward, where the party polled an estimated 8.8% in last 
year’s general election, which could well have been 
translated into a 15-20% local election vote, goes 
uncontested. In Leeds, pensioner Dick Warrington was 
supposed to stand in Morley but failed to get his 
nomination form in on time. 

Several new and relatively active branches, such as 
Bolton, Buckinghamshire, Halifax, Bristol, Plymouth, 


Peterborough and Coventry, have all failed to field even 
one candidate. Other towns where the BNP claimed it 
was going to stand, such as Stafford and Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, are also without BNP candidates. 

It is in East London, the party’s traditional heartland, 
where its poor local organisation is most exposed. 
Aside from in Bexley, the party has failed to build on 
its previous election efforts indicating its organisational 
decline in the capital. 

Given that the BNP polled 11% across the East London 
constituency in the London Assembly elections, which 
could mean 20-30% support in a local election contest 
in some pockets, the number of wards the party is 
contesting will be a great disappointment for its 
leadership. 

Only two candidates are standing in Tower Hamlets 
and three in Newham. In 1994 the party managed eight 
and five respectively. At the time the BNP had 200 
registered members and supporters in Newham alone. 
Today, the Newham branch has been merged with 
neighbouring Tower Hamlets into an East London 
branch, and this meets only irregularly and engages in 
minimal activity. 

The BNP will not contest the London borough of 
Barking and Dagenham at all, which is remarkable given 
that the party polled 6.1% and 4.99% in the two 
constituencies that make up the borough in the last 
general election. The borough had also been earmarked 
as a key target area in a BNP Organisers’ Bulletin as 
recently as early March. Admitting that its support was 
slipping in inner East London, with party activists and 
voters moving out, the party had made much of its 
potential in outer East London, but any challenge has 
failed to materialise. 

Even in Bexley, where the BNP is fielding seven 
candidates, all is not what it seems. Only a couple of the 
candidates are actually local people, the rest having 
moved into the borough specifically to contest elections 
for the BNP. Lawrence Rustem is originally from 
Hackney, Jay Lee and Lee Barnes have moved in 
from other parts of Kent, and John Bowles’s journey has 
taken him from Yorkshire to East London and then on to 
Bristol before he ended up in Bexley. 

The 68 candidates are more than double the BNP’s 
previous highest figure in a local election campaign and 
the number reflects the growth in the party over the 
past five years. It also represents the changing focus of 
party strategy, with a greater emphasis being put on 
local campaigning and council elections than before. 
The BNP hopes that substantial votes this year will 
improve its chances next year and act as a springboard 
for next summer's European elections, which will be 
fought under proportional representation. 

The BNP may well make an electoral breakthrough 
this year but nothing is certain. What stands in its way is 
a concerted and increasingly organised anti-fascist 
campaign in all the key areas the BNP is contesting. 

It is easy to be overawed by the increasingly 
accomplished BNP propaganda machine, assisted by an 
increasingly gullible media, and disheartened by the 
party’s progress in Burnley and Oldham. But one must 
remember that behind the glossy magazines and slick 
Internet site, the BNP remains a _ ramshackle 
organisation, fuelled by race hate and filled with an 
assortment of nazis, criminals and misfits. 

The BNP is unlikely to increase its support in its 
key areas before the election. The job of anti-fascists is 
to reduce it and, in the longer term, develop strategies to 
reverse the BNP’s growth. 
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Burnley 


The BNP is fielding 13 candidates in 
Burnley’s 15 wards on 2 May, in 

an attempt to exploit growing 

racial tension in the town since last 
June’s “race riots”. In three 
by-elections in Burnley last 
November, the BNP took 19%, 
23.5%, and 23% of the vote after a 
low-key campaign. Kate Taylor looks 
at the reasons why the 

party believes it can build on that 
and win a council seat. 





deindustrialisation. Unemployment is high, and 

at least 5,000 homes stand empty. The ethnic 
minority population in the town is low compared to 
other BNP targets such as Bradford and Oldham. Of the 
91,130 residents of Burnley, according to the 1991 
census, 94% are white. But the BNP sees Burnley as 
offering the party’s best hope for success in May and has 
thrown its efforts into a deprived town that until 
recently rarely hit the headlines. 

The reasons that the far right sees Burnley a means of 
entry to the upper echelons of power rest not just in the 
town’s demographics but also in the current political 
inefficiency of the council, together with the fact that 
the entire council — three seats in every ward — is up for 
election, unlike most of the other BNP targets, giving the 
fascists a statistically greater chance of taking a seat. 

Disturbingly, some people estimate BNP support at 
20% across the whole town. Racism and segregation, 
coupled with low voter turnout, could prove a deadly 
mix in a town previously thought to have fewer race 
relations problems than some of its neighbours. 

Many community leaders reacted to the violence with 
dismay. “Burnley has always enjoyed very good race 
relations”, said Rafiq Malik, the former mayor of Burnley. 
But just weeks earlier, the BNP had achieved its third 
biggest success of the general election after Oldham, 
polling 11.3% of the vote. It was already clear then that 
something was amiss in the town. Some may have 
dismissed the rioting as copycat in style, following 
the disturbances in Oldham and Bradford, but the 
grievances involved were also very real. Ethnic relations 
in Burnley, particularly in regard to housing, are 
characterised by segregation. 

Most of the candidates standing for the BNP in 
Burnley’s wards this month are newcomers to 
politics with clean slates. Given the 
BNP’s persistent links with crime, the 
thinking behind promoting these new 
faces is clear: to present a party with a 
respectable image and a membership 
comprised of hard-working locals. 

In reality, however, the link between 
the BNP and criminality remains very 
prominent. The brains behind Burnley 
BNP, Steve Smith, has only just left 
prison for perpetrating election fraud. 
Smith, who runs the Burnley Heritage 
Centre, was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for falsifying signatures 
on the election nomination forms for 
last year’s county council elections. As a 
result, Smith will not stand for the BNP 
this time around. 

Among those standing in Burnley is 
James Cowell, a local man who worked 
in the mines and also spent time in the 
RAE After seeing last year’s Panorama 
exposé on the BNP he _ stopped 
canvassing for the by-election in 
Rosehill with Burnley Wood ward 
claiming he was worried about the 
party’s extremist views. 
“T think the BNP has got to get rid of the 
extremists at the top’, he said. 
Worryingly, despite the inactive 
campaign, Cowell was able to poll 23% 
of the vote and is standing again this 
month in the same ward. At first sight 


Be is a Lancashire mill town beset by 


Rosehill is relatively well off compared to other wards in 
the town, ranking 2,153 most deprived ward on the 
national index of deprivation out of 8,414 wards in the 
country. 

But the statistics hide real pockets of poverty, 
particularly Burnley Wood, one of the poorest areas in 
town. Many feel that this area is ripe for far-right 
exploitation and think it has been neglected in favour of 
Asian areas. Housing is run down, and the area was 
previously the territory of one of Burnley’s many 
independent councillors, Harry Brooks, a former Labour 
Party member who was known to be fairly reactionary. 
The BNP hopes to fill a gap left by his departure. 

In Lanehead ward, Sarah Sherburn, a customer service 
adviser for a local firm, is one of a number of women 
standing for the BNP. She declares, “I want a British 
future for my children within the town’. Brothers John 
and Andrew Kenyon, both former paratroopers, are 
standing in Hapton-with-Park and  Gorthorpe 
respectively. The candidate for Coal Clough and 
Deerplay is Len Starr, 55, again a former army man. 
In Bank Hall, the candidate is Joan Dewhurst, 35, who 
says, “the Labour party only seems interested in 
currying favour with the town’s ethnic minorities, 
they don't appear to give a damn about the rest of us”. 
Simon Bennett, the Burnley BNP organiser, is standing in 
Brunshaw. The other BNP candidates for Burnley are 
David Edwards in Cliviger with Worsthorne ward, Terry 
Grogan in Gannow, David Haworth in Queensgate, Carol 
Hughes in Rosegrove with Lowerhouse, Mark Terrell in 
Trinity, and Mark Vickers in Whittlefield with Ightenhill. 

Of these, the BNP’s key targets are Brunshaw, Rosehill 
with Burnley Wood, Rosegrove with Lowerhouse, 
Gannow and Queensgate. 

The BNP campaign so far in Burnley has been built 
upon lies and distortions. Seeking to exploit the violence 
of last summer, the BNP has claimed in publications that 
the riots were evidence of nothing more than “anti-white 
violence by out of control Muslim youth”. Yet the reality is 
that it was not just Asians who were responsible for the 
violence but youth gangs in general, including substantial 
numbers of whites. Last month 26 white men were jailed 
receiving sentences totalling more than 56 years for 
violent disorder. The judge said in court that their actions 
had deliberately targeted Burnley's Asian community. 

The BNP’s election leaflets for Burnley contain the 
claim that Burnley and Padiham Community Housing 
(BPCH) is “bringing immigrant families to Burnley from 
the east end of London to fill their empty properties”. 
In fact there is a surplus of housing in Burnley. BPCH did 

_begin to market houses that it had taken over from the 
local council in London boroughs that were 
overcrowded. But there is no truth in the claim that 
“immigrants” were specifically targeted. 

“The offer was open to all communities who were in 
urgent need of housing to move up to Burnley, where 
there exists an excess of properties”, a spokesperson for 
BPCH said. “The BNP have distorted the reality of our 
scheme for their own gain. Everyone is welcome to 
come to the town.” 

The main issue on which the BNP is fighting in Burnley 
is funding. It promises that, “BNP councillors will end the 
preferential funding that has epitomised Labour's reign 
in Burnley”. The BNP maintains that, because council 
money goes to the predominantly Asian ward of 
Daneshouse, whites are discriminated against in favour 
of Asians. The ground for the BNP has partly been set by 
the group of independents who have served on Burnley 
council for a number of years. It was they who initially 
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raised the notion that the Labour Party was giving 
preferential funding towards Asians. The result was that 
the BNP’s ideas were already firmly implanted in the 
consciousness of the people of Burnley. 

A website dedicated to the BNP’s Burnley campaign 
asserts that, “Daneshouse’s pristine streets of refurbished 
houses, with their Sky dishes standing to attention in 
rows of ten or twenty, resemble a north London mews 
rather than a Northern mill town. The bustling shops, 
community centres and children’s playgrounds, are 
unmistakable signs of a prosperous area.” 

Again this is a distortion. The reality is that 
Daneshouse is officially the poorest ward in the 
borough, and the 62nd poorest in the country. Its level of 
income deprivation is the eighth highest in the country, 
while in housing it is the 30th worst, and in child poverty 
the sixth worst. The fact that a sizable proportion of 
regeneration money goes to Daneshouse reflects the 
level of its poverty rather than its ethnic make-up. 
Indeed at least a third of residents in the ward are white. 

The BNP’s campaign leaflets, also single out asylum 
seekers as representing a major problem within the 
town. “BNP councillors will oppose the settlement of 
‘asylum seekers’ and ‘refugees’ in Burnley”, they assert. 
But Burnley is anything but swamped by refugees. 
According to the Home Office, there are only a few 
dozen out of a population of 91,000. 

It is clear that poverty and deprivation in Burnley are 
increasing on both sides of the ethnic divide. But the 
problems in the town are infrastructural rather than 
racial. Poor housing and lack of services in Burnley will 
not be solved by switching money away from 
Daneshouse but by injecting more into the town as a 
whole. The BNP vote in Burnley has less to do with overt 
racism than in other parts of the country such as Oldham, 
and has more to do with a perception that the council has 
not delivered over the years. With many feeling deserted 
by the Labour Party, and little Liberal Democrat or Tory 
Party organisation in the town, the BNP is looking upon 
the timely elections with glee. The party now feels in the 
position to assert itself as the main opposition to Labour 
in some wards. Anti-racists must do all they can to ensure 
that the BNP does not make headway through the 
language of segregation and division. 
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Robert 
Bennett BNP 
member and 
gang rapist 


below Bennett arriving at a 
BNP meeting last July 
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the British National Party election effort in Oldham. 

obert Bennett, 59, was sentenced to five years’ 

imprisonment for the appalling attack. Today, he is in charge 
of the party’s leafleting operation in the town. 

Bennett was 32 when he, his two brothers Gordon and 
Michael, and Alan and Lee Harrop abducted two young 
women. They were forced into Lee Harrop’s house and made 
to perform lesbian acts on each other. The men then raped 
one of the women several times over a two-day period. 

Passing sentence, the judge recognised Bennett’s 
leading role in the abduction and rapes. “You, Robert 
Bennett, are the eldest of the five and | am satisfied that 
you were one of the prime movers of what happened 
that November evening and morning.” 

Bennett also has several convictions for violence. Last 
year he was embroiled in a bizarre murder case after his 
brother Gordon murdered a gay man he had been bullying 
and demanding money with menaces from for several 
years. Robert Bennett moved the body off the street before 
persuading his brother to find a solicitor and turn himself in. 

Over the past year Bennett has become an _ integral 
member of the Oldham BNP branch. He claims to be a 
postman but has amazing sums of cash at his disposal. 
At one BNP branch meeting last summer Bennett donated 
£150 to party coffers. He has given several other large 
donations to the local party. 

He is now a pivotal player in the BNP election operation, 
formally in charge of the party’s leafleting operations, which 
leaves local organiser Mick Treacy to concentrate on 
organising the canvassing teams. 

Bennett is not the only man in Oldham BNP with serious 
criminal convictions. Searchlight has discovered 20 Oldham 
BNP supporters with convictions or links to nazi and football 
hooligan groups. They include people with convictions for 
firearms drugs, robbery and theft, and two who have been 
found guilty of sending excreta through the post. 

Two of these criminals are standing for the BNP in the 
forthcoming local elections. One is Treacy himself, who is 
standing in Hollinwood. The other is Darren Dobson, the 
candidate in Royton North, who was found guilty of racially 
aggravated harassment at Oldham magistrates last 
November and fined £300. Dobson is also closely 
connected to several local football hooligans and supporters 
of the nazi terror group Combat 18. Last May, on the day of 
the Oldham riots, he was part of a C18/hooligan group that 
attempted to incite a confrontation with local Asians. 

Violence and criminality are a way of life for many Oldham 
BNP activists. Early last month Darren Hoy, a BNP supporter 
and football hooligan, was sent to prison for three months 
for racially abusing people as they left an anti-fascist rally in 
the town. 

Also last month Dave Probert, a BNP stalwart and close 
confidant of Treacy, threatened Anti Nazi League leafleters. 
Probert had been out with Treacy attempting 


A: convicted of a terrifying gang rape is spearheading 


- to take photographs of the anti-fascists when he decided to 
' leap out of the car and challenge people to a fight. 


Despite the severity of the convictions Oldham BNP still 
has the audacity to present itself to voters as the party of 
law and order. 

Oldham BNP is not alone in fielding criminals as 
candidates. Several others across the country have 
convictions. Colin Smith (Bexley — North End ward) has a 
dozen convictions for theft, possession of an offensive 
weapon and criminal damage. Jason Douglas (Redbridge — 
Hainault ward) was arrested last year for chanting racial 
abuse at a Leyton Orient football match and has previous 
convictions, and Kevin Scott (Gateshead — Bensham ward) 
was convicted for throwing a glass at a black man. 











BNP EXPOSED | 


Searchlight continues its campaign to 
reveal the true nature of Oldham BNP 
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Mick Treacy Dave Probert John Shearer Kevin Gough John Hill C18 nazi thug. 
Five convictions for theft Conviction for sending Drug dealer Convicted football hooligan Went to South Africa to 
and violence excreta through post and C18 supporter fight for apartheid 
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Chris Jackson Robert Bennett John Butler Conviction for Martin Fielding Alan Rhodes 


Former football hooligan. Gang rapist. Has several send excreta through post. C18 thug and football Convicted football hooligan. 
Attended recent C18 gig convictions for violence Former ITP fascist hooligan. Hosted C18 gig Attended recent C18 gig 
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Mark Dunn Darren Dobson Convicted Tommy Kenway Graham Anderson Danny 


Convicted football hooligan. last year of racially C18 thug. Convicted Former National DJ at recent 
C18 thug aggravated harrassment football hooligan Front activist C18 gig in Oldham 
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Oldham 


by Nick Lowles 


o Wright is a worried woman. Married with 

children, she does not know how long she can stay 

living in her home. “I love my home and get on 

great with my neighbours, but the atmosphere is 

changing. Some people are shunning us because of 
our politics. I wouldn't want to leave my home but I am 
seriously beginning to look at the options.” 

Jo is a Labour Party activist living in the Hollinwood 
ward of Oldham and feels the racist sentiments of many 
of the local residents. “The BNP has so much support in 
this area that I am really fearful. In the neighbourhood 
where | live it is not so bad but that’s partly because we've 
had some house improvements, but at the bottom of 
Limeside and parts of the Hollinwood estate things are 
really bad. 

“It is poverty that’s pushing people to the BNB” she 
explains. “The waiting lists to get repairs to your house 
are unbelievable. Of course in this atmosphere it is 
tempting to believe that we are poor because of the 
Asians.” 

Hollinwood was once a Labour stronghold but has 
now switched, by an equally large margin, to the Liberal 
Democrats. The Lib Dems and Labour hate each other in 
the ward but they have a lot in common. Both think they 
can win the ward and both think the British National 
Party will not. 

Jo Wright disagrees. “People are saying that the BNP 
will not get its vote out but they are wrong. No one wants 
to admit what is happening. The middle class might be 
disillusioned with the government and so may not 
bother to vote but working-class people round here are 
angry and I think they will vote.” 

She is under no illusion that the BNP poses a real 
threat in Hollinwood. “They’re very active, especially in 
the pubs. They’re always in the pubs chatting to people, 
encouraging them to vote.” 

And it seems that many do not need much 
encouragement. Mick Treacy, the local BNP organiser 
and candidate in Hollinwood, also believes he can win. 
He has told the BNP leadership that canvass returns in 
some parts of the ward show support for the party 
running at 68%. In the Lib Dem strongholds he claims 
the party is attracting 30% support. Even with a large 
margin of error, BNP support is strong. 

Hollinwood is one of five wards the BNP is contesting 
in Oldham. The others are Alexandra (William Lockett), 
Royton North (Darren Dobson), Chadderton South 
(Stuart Fullard) and St James (Ray Goodwin). Only a 
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lack of candidates has prevented the BNP fighting 
more wards. 

The BNP will be concentrating most of its effort in 
Hollinwood and Alexandra, the two wards it believes it 
has a realistic chance of winning. 

Alexandra contains the large Fitton Hill estate, long the 
home of white racist gangs. In the 1980s it produced 
most of the activists who formed the Oldham branch of 
the National Front and later spawned the Oldham 
Irregulars, a racist gang who attached themselves to the 
BNP in the early nineties. More recently, the estate has 
been the base for the International Third Position and 
now the nazi terror group Combat 18. 

In 2000, Robert Anderson stood as an independent on 
a white racist ticket and polled 14% with 336 votes. 
Anderson is now part of the BNP campaign and the party 
hopes to improve greatly on this vote. 

Alexandra is traditionally a strong Labour ward but the 
party’s vote slipped from 69.6% in 1996 to 52.6% in 2000. 
It looks certain to drop substantially again, because a 
former Labour councillor for the area plans to contest 
the seat as an independent. Margaret Riley is standing in 
protest at Labour's deselection of the sitting Labour 
councillor in favour of an Asian candidate. 

The Labour vote is likely to be eroded still further as 
the Liberal Democrats are also putting up an Asian 
candidate, who is likely to attract some Asian voters on 
the Glodwick estate. 

In both Alexandra and Hollinwood the BNP might 
struggle to get its vote out. Many potential BNP voters 
come from those who do not usually vote at all, or are 
young first-time voters. It is likely that many who have 
responded positively to BNP canvassers will not actually 
turn out. It has even been suggested that in 2000 only 
10% of registered voters on Fitton Hill bothered to vote. 

The BNP will also be expecting a reasonable vote in the 
other wards it is contesting, though victory looks beyond 
its grasp. Chadderton South is a strong Labour ward 
while Royton North and St James both appear to be safe 
Liberal Democrats wards. 


Long-term problems 

Clearly the BNP will be hoping to build on its relative 
success in last year’s general election. Party leader 
Nick Griffin polled 16% in Oldham West and Royton and 
Mick Treacy took 11.2% in neighbouring Oldham East 
and Saddleworth. 

The BNP vote came on the back of several weeks of 
rising racial tension in the town, which culminated in the 
riots on 26 May, only 11 days before the election. 
Over the preceding few weeks gangs of racist football 
hooligans and nazis marauded through the town trying 
to incite trouble. Several BNP supporters were actively 
involved in these disturbances. 

However, the situation facing Oldham today can only 
partly be explained by the events last summer. Poverty, 
racism, segregation and poor governance have inflicted 
the town for years and are the major factor in this 
increasingly hostile attitude. 

Oldham was once the world centre of cotton spinning, 
with 60,000 people employed directly in the industry and 
another 20,000 working in engineering, principally 
making textile machinery. Most of these jobs have now 
gone and though Oldham officially only has an 
unemployment rate of 3.6%, below the national average, 
most of the new jobs are low-paid, short-term service 
sector jobs. 

The unemployment rate also disguises big regional 
and age differences. Oldham has the second highest 





unemployment rate among 16-19 year-olds in the 
Greater Manchester area (8.1%) and the highest among 
20-24 year-olds (10.2%). Unemployment in the Pakistani 
and Bangladeshi communities in Coldhurst and Werneth 
is at 25% while in the virtually all-white Hollinwood the 
rate is 6%. 

Three wards in the town rank in the 100 most deprived 
wards in the country (Coldhurst — 75th, Werneth — 80th, 
and Alexandra — 83rd) and the town as a whole ranks 
33rd in the national list. Yet even these figures disguise 
pockets of poverty. Hollinwood ranks at 307 in the 
national list of 8,414 wards but parts of Limeside are 
among the poorest in Oldham. Because of how the Single 
Regeneration Budget is calculated, these pockets are 
unlikely to receive national funding because poverty is 
averaged over the whole ward. 

The decline in the cotton industry has also seriously 
affected the town’s identity. This dates back to the 1950s, 
when hostility to Pakistan grew as a reaction to the 
commercial challenge posed by the newly formed textile 
industry of the Indian subcontinent. These sentiments 
were hardened in the 1960s as young men from Pakistan 
began arriving in the town to work in the mills. 
Racial prejudice and stereotyping grew rapidly, as 
did “Paki-bashing”. Many of the same myths are still 
believed today. 

Oldham has also suffered from a lack of political 
leadership and poor local government. “Oldham is a 
town without strategic direction,” announced the Ritchie 
Report, which investigated the causes of last summer's 
riot. “There is no community held view of the type of 
place Oldham wishes to be, its economic, social and 
environmental priorities over the long term, and the way 
in which it will achieve good community and race 
relations.” 

More significantly, the report highlighted the lack of 
_ action by local and central government to confront racial 
divisions. “The key failure has not been facing up to the 
stark reality of ethnic division within the town, which has 
been clear, and widely commented upon, since at least 
the 1970s.” Council housing policy has exacerbated 
segregation. 

Since the war Oldham has mostly been run by Labour. 
Over the past few years the party's support base has been 
seriously eroded, highlighting the increasing frustration 
with Labour’s perceived failure to deliver, and the 
perception of many white voters that Labour is 
the “Asian” party. In 2000 the Liberal Democrats took the 
council with a huge swing against Labour. 

It remains to be seen how voters view the Lib Dem 
administration. The fear is that some of the Lib 
Dem support was simply an anti-Labour vote and with 
little perceived to have changed since 2000 these voters 
will switch to the BNP this time. 

Labour is seeking to recapture the council and there is 





huge animosity between the two parties, a point 
highlighted in the Ritchie Report. With Labour hoping to 
retake Hollinwood and the Lib Dems seeking to take 
advantage of the Labour split in Alexandra, the danger is 
that the BNP will exploit the divisions in both seats. 

But BNP success is not guaranteed. Anti-fascists are 
fighting back. Copies of The Oldhamer have been widely 
distributed in Alexandra, Hollinwood and St James. 
Given the continued abuse the Searchlight office is 
getting from Oldham BNB this seems to be having some 
effect. 

Mike Luft of Oldham United Against Racism agrees. 
“T think we are seeing a sea change in the town. 
More people are willing to speak out against the BNP 
than they were even a few weeks ago.” 

While Jo Wright is keen to fight complacency she too 
believes that the situation is not irretrievable. 
She believes the Labour Party could still take Hollinwood 
but it is going to be a difficult fight. She also believes that 
details of BNP sexual and violent crimes will not go down 
well even in the party's heartlands. 

The revelation that a senior BNP official has 
a conviction for gang rape is certain to put off 
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For all the latest news on the 2002 local election campaign 
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Anti-fascists fight back 


by Steve Silver 


As we go to press over 100,000 individual anti-fascist 
leaflets have been distributed in the run-up to the local 
elections by numerous organisations. Everywhere this 
material has gone out, the criminality of the British 
National Party has been exposed. Most of the work has 
been door-to-door leafleting in areas that the BNP 
regards as its strongholds. 

In Oldham anti-fascists are out leafleting several times 
a week and had one mass leafleting session in April to 
which over 100 people turned up. 

In Burnley anti-fascists have also been doing door-to- 
door leafleting. They had a major success when their 
campaign against the BNP’s Burnley Bravepages website 
resulted in the Canadian service provider closing it down. 
The site had been run by the veteran National Front 
member and convicted racist Martin Wingfield. 

Bradford Trades Council has spearheaded the 
campaign against the BNP locally. In addition to 
weekly leafleting sessions it has also been organising a 
major event for the end of April. The wide distribution of 
the anti-fascist leaflet, the Burnley & Padiham Gazette, 
has caused consternation in the local BNP branch. 


The revelations that Nick Griffin took funds from 
Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi has been an eye-opener to 
branch members who heard this for the first time from 
the leaflets. 

In Bexley door-to-door leafleting has been carried 
out every week with a mass leafleting planned for the 
end of April. 

In Sunderland anti-fascists have been doing door-to- 
door leafleting, with the support of the Northern Region 
of the TUC. 
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: Racists are 
out to steal 


your vote 


Inthe local elections in May, the 
racist British Natio wal Party and 
the Freedom Party are trying te con 


you into voting for them. 


d 
They pretend to be concerne: 
about your problems, but all they 


really want is your vote. 


Don't vote BNP 


Don't vote Freedom P 


BNP collaborator who would 
exterminate all Muslims 


by Paul Crofts Director, Wellingborough Racial Equality Council 


I WAS WORKING late at the Racial Equality Council 
office in the Victoria Centre, a multiracial, multicultural 
community centre, in Wellingborough on 27 March 
when Rajinder Singh suddenly approached me. 
The sudden realisation of who he was (I had known him 
as a local teacher of English as an additional language) 
took me by surprise. But I quickly regained my 
composure and immediately refused to accept the hand 
he had offered me, telling him, in no uncertain terms, 

- that I despised him and wanted nothing to do with him. 
Why, you may ask? 

A few weeks earlier I had been alerted by Searchlight 
that an elderly Sikh living in Northamptonshire by 
the name of Rajinder Singh had recently endorsed the 
British National Party and been interviewed by Nick 
Griffin in the BNP’s journal. Now his presence made me 
almost physically sick. The fact that he felt he could 
approach me as a “long lost friend” made it worse. 

I immediately confronted him over his BNP link. 
He seemed surprised that I was aware of it. I asked him 
what had possessed him to support a neo-nazi, fascist, 
organisation that had systematically attacked Sikhs and 
Hindus. His rely was illuminating: “They are the only 
party that exposes Islam and wants to remove Muslims 
from Britain’. His hatred of Muslims and Islam was 
clearly violent, deep and disturbing, and overwhelmed 
any kind of rational thought or debate. 

He then went on about Muslims in India, clearly 


playing to an audience, which was listening intently to 
our conversation, from the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh 
(HSS), a Hindu fundamentalist group that was meeting 
nearby, which was the reason he was visiting the centre. 

When I asked him what he would do about the over 
100 million Muslims in India, his rely was simple, clear, 
cool and to the point: “I would exterminate them’. 

I ordered him to leave the building immediately. 
I was not prepared to hear such views expressed in a 
community centre that was dedicated to anti-racism, 
diversity and respect for all communities, races and 
religions. I marched him off the premises, threatening to 
call the police if he refused. 

When I told the HSS representatives of Mr Singh’s BNP 
connection, they were shocked and surprised that a 
member of the Asian community could endorse an 
organisation that had been involved in local racist 
attacks on their community for many years and had 
called for the compulsory repatriation of black and 
minority communities in the UK. 

However, there is an important message here. 
Anti-Muslim feeling within the Hindu and Sikh 
communities in the UK is a potentially rich vein for the 
BNP and others to exploit among the stupid and naive, 
such as Mr Singh, and those blinded by fanatical anti- 
Islamic ideology, promoted by fundamentalist groups 
such as the HSS. The anti-racist and anti-fascist 
movement ignores such developments at its peril. 


No at Watch § 


® Don’t he conned by the BNP 








Searchlight May 2002 13 





Battlefield 








Sunderland 


Mike Hartman Tyne and Wear 


Anti-Fascist Association 


fascist activity in the Northeast with six 
candidates in the elections on 2 May, the largest 
slate outside Burnley. But why Sunderland? 

Accorded city status in 1992, Sunderland is a 
medium-sized city of 294,300 people, built along the 
River Wear. It was the river that allowed it to flourish 
and for many years provided a large source of 
employment, in the shipyards, the other main 
employer being the Durham coalfields. In the 1970s 
and 1980s both were hit with closures. Shipbuilding 
finished in the 1980s, while the city’s last mine 
closed in 1994. There is now only one deep mine 
in the county, compared to several hundred barely 
30 years ago. 

This affected the area badly and it suffered from 
higher than average unemployment. The surrounding 
villages suffered particularly because many had 
been solely reliant on the pits. These “urban 
problems in a rural setting” led to disengagement and 
disenfranchisement in the local population. Because 
Sunderland’s main activity was ship building, it did not 


0: again Sunderland has been the focus of 


Monkwearmouth bridge, 
gateway to Sunderland 
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attract immigration in the way that trading ports such 
as South Shields did, and until recently Sunderland 
remained a largely white city. 

In recent years the British National Party in 
particular has targeted the area. In the last general 
election BNP candidates stood in both Sunderland 
seats, partly for publicity reasons. Sunderland prides 
itself on the speed of its election count and has even 
researched what type of paper can be counted most 
quickly. The two constituences did not disappoint in 
2001, declaring first and fourth. The speed was 
helped by the low turnout, of 48%, which also makes 
the area attractive to the fascists. One polling station 
in the 1999 European elections made national news 
for its 1.5% turnout. At least part of this can be put 
down to the stranglehold on the area that the Labour 
Party is seen to have, with currently 63 out of 75 
councillors and all three MPs. As a largely white, old 
Labour stronghold with high unemployment, it fits the 
profile of BNP target areas very well. 

Although both the BNP and the National Front have 
targeted the city, only the BNP managed to put up 
candidates. On 3 April the BNP held a meet the press 
event which seemed to include only the Sunderland 
Echo. Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, who had travelled 
from Oldham the previous night, introduced five of 
the candidates, who were for once not camera shy. 
The perennial Dave Guynan and Joseph Dobbie 
are standing again, joined by John Martin, as 
Searchlight predicted last month. The other two are 
Alan Brettwood and David Rogers, who is standing 
in Kevin Scott’s old stomping ground, Silksworth. 
The candidature of Joseph Dobbie senior in Fulwell 
was announced later. This is a more middle-class 
area, best known for being home to many of the 
more notorious local football hooligans. 

The BNP also has three candidates in Gateshead, 
Scott himself, the long-time local fascist George 
Bainbridge, and Micky Dafter, a local postman. 
But there are no candidates in Newcastle, although 
the party took ward registers for three seats. When 
asked at the press conference, Griffin claimed this 
was so as to “not spread ourselves too thinly”! 
The Gateshead campaign will be a mini-referendum 
on the issue of asylum seekers, presumably because 
the party. has no other policies. 

The collapse of the NF, while in line with the national 
picture, mirrors the party’s past ventures in the 
region: lots of hot air leading to absolutely nothing. 
The branch, which was being touted as a model of 
good practice, is now in complete disarray. 

The campaign to identify and unmask the fascists 
and racists for who they are got off to a quick start in 
both Gateshead and Sunderland. On Easter Monday, 
Sunderland Fans Against Racism and others 
distributed leaflets at the Sunderland game against 
Leicester, paid for by the football club, to publicise 
their new anti-racist hotline. They were very well 
received, in contrast to the three NF leafleters seen 
skulking around the match the previous week. 
Incidentally the NF claimed to have held a mass 
leafleting of the football ground, while a smaller group 
leafleted South Shields. Despite numerous enquiries 
no one recalls seeing the latter group, but as fewer 
than three means a maximum of two, they would have 
been easily missed. Over the coming weeks anti- 
fascists and anti-racists will be active in Sunderland 
and Gateshead combating the lies and propaganda of 
this small bunch at every step. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Thursday 23 May 2002 
10.30am - 5pm 


The Resource Centre 
356 Holloway Road London N7 6PA 


Delegate fees 
£20.00 for delegates representing 
organisations, £15 for individuals 


Searchlight Educational Trust invites 
you to this one-day conference aimed 
at community-based organisations 
responding to racism and extreme 
right-wing activity within their areas. 


COMMUNITY 
FUND 


ottery money making a difference 
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Open Sessions 
@ The far right in local elections 
An analysis of how far-right groups organise 
@ Sighthill Combating racism on 
social housing schemes 
@ Tackling Islamophobia 
Practical approaches to counter the current 
anti-Muslim backlash 
@ Working with young people 
Innovative methods of challenging racism 


For further details contact 
Searchlight Educational Trust, 


PO Box 1576, Ilford 1G5 ONG 
Tel: 020 7681 8660 Fax: 020 7681 8650 
email: community@searchlighteducationaltrust.org 





Closing date for registration 13 May 
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Southport 


Norwood ward 


orwood ward in Southport is the 2002 council 
New target for Michael McDermott, 49, a 

British National Party activist who claims to have 
been a party member “for around three years”. 
McDermott lives in Birkdale, where his team of thugs 
has been leafleting regularly, especially around Bedford 
Park. The park has become a focal point for youth 
disorder and the local council had to remove graffiti 
advertising the BNP website several months ago. 

Norwood is a mixed ward that includes council 
housing and private working-class and middle- 
class housing. McDermott claims to have targeted 
Norwood “because of its large white working class 
community”. Nevertheless, the BNP’s first candidate in a 
Merseyside election appears to have little or no idea 
about local issues. McDermott further claims to “have 
not thought too deeply about the race issue”. So is he in 
fact a disenfranchised Conservative who had the wool 
pulled over his eyes by clever BNP propaganda and spin? 

Local Muslims would love to know. A mosque with a 
growing congregation just outside Norwood has already 
been a target for racist graffiti and vandalism. Norwood 
itself is noticeably multiracial and Southport has always 
had a large Jewish population, which might be one 
reason the BNP has targeted the town. More recently, 
small numbers of asylum seekers from Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone and Eastern Europe have moved into rented 
properties in large houses off Sussex Rd. A handful have 
been housed by the council, but not in Norwood. 

There are several mixed-race families in Norwood and 
they have experienced no problems with integration. 
Children from mixed race and ethnic minority 
backgrounds have found local people very tolerant and 
have been welcomed by classmates in school. 

Politically, Southport is split between a majority Liberal 
Democrat council and a minority Conservative admin- 
istration. Labour has been weak. Southport had a 
Conservative MP after the war but the current 
incumbent is Dr John Pugh, a Liberal 
Democrat. His predecessor, Ronnie Fearn, 
now Lord Fearn took the seat from the 
Conservatives in 1997. He has expressed his 
deep concern at BNP activity in Southport. 

Like in many parts of the country the local 
media have been naive at best. The 
Southport Visiter published an uncritical 
front-page article on McDermott on 5 April, 
which avoided all mention of race. The 
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Champion, the local freesheet, interviewed McDermott 
and photographed him in his blue business suit. 

Southport’s annual Orange Parade has long been a 
target for far-right activists from the National Front, 
BNP and Combat 18. Sir Oswald Mosley’s British Union 
of Fascists was active in Southport in the 1930s and 
Mosley spoke to a packed house at the Floral Hall. 

Nevertheless, local commentators were surprised at the 
BNP’s focus on Southport. The BNP had tried to exploit 
local feeling in Skelmersdale in neighbouring West 
Lancashire, against government plans to build an asylum 
seekers’ detention centre, but BNP spokesmen claimed 
the party “didn’t have the infrastructure” to fight there. 
This strange decision probably indicates the existence of a 
fledgling local group with little or no effective leadership. 

Things are rather different in Liverpool itself. In the 
1980s the city’s BNP group was perhaps the most active 
branch outside London and held several high profile 
rallies at local hotels, which ended in violence. Local 
BNP organiser Joe Owens, a former kick-boxing 
champion and martial arts instructor, recently appeared 
on Liverpool’s Channel One, a local cable channel, in an 
interview in which he publicly launched an anti-asylum 
campaign in Ellesmere Port and nearby Speke. 

In the 1980s Owens was part of the BNP heavy mob and 
was a central figure in violent confrontations with anti- 
fascists at rallies in Leicester, Leeds, London and Liverpool. 
He has been in and out of the BNP but is currently a high 
profile and respected figure within the party. Joe Davies is 
another veteran Merseyside fascist who joined the 
National Front in 1976 and the BNP in 1982. In an article for 
the BNP’s website he wrote, “The BNP should have a Media 
Monitoring Unit that compiles a database of the names 
(and photographs) of all individual journalists, and 
publications, that produce articles about the BNP”. Local 
journalists are intrigued at exactly what he means. 

As wellas rallies and regular meetings in the 1980s and 
early 1990s, Liverpool activists attempted to set up a 
regular sales pitch for the BNP’s newspaper, British 
Nationalist. These efforts also ended in violence, with 
Owens and co fighting with local councillors Tony 
Mulhearn and Derek Hatton in Liverpool city centre. 
The police put a stop to this and the branch became less 
active. Nevertheless, Liverpool BNP activists were 
central to the BNP’s antisemitic campaign in York during 
the mid 1980s. The early 1990s saw some high profile 
paper sales and leafleting sessions at Everton FC. 

Other fascists who learned their trade in Merseyside 
include Mark Sloan, a Tyndall loyalist, Mike Harris, a big 
wheel in Blackpool NF in the early to mid 1980s, and Ken 
Usher, a particularly active local fascist who left the far 
right after exposure by local anti-fascist activists in 1988. 
In Southport, Mark Erikson-Rohrer, a rabid anti- 
European far-right sympathiser known for writing 
diatribes to local newspapers, who stood for the National 
Front in Liverpool Mossley Hill in the 1983 general 
election and organised the NF locally, has also been 
active and might have linked up with local BNP activists. 

With Labour failing to deliver in working-class areas and 
little organised opposition on the right, McDermott and his 
Merseyside BNP colleagues see a bright future for fascism. 
In Bootle particularly, high levels of unemployment and 
the arrival of large numbers of asylum seekers could allow 
the BNP to recruit and gain a political toehold. 

Local trade union, anti-fascist, refugee, political and 
religious organisations will have to work hard to 
encourage Liverpool's traditionally tolerant, pro- 
socialist working class to reject the simplistic and 
bigoted politics of the neo-fascist BNP. 


Community campaign 
lets racism mask 
town’s real problems 


By David Renton 


the latest campaign in Skelmersdale was an 

authentic expression of local pride. Eighty 
people attended the last public meeting. At the end of 
March, 400 people demonstrated through the town. 
“Residents are to show their opposition”, “People 
Power protest planned for centre site”. The problem is 
that this protest is as much about hurting one section 
of the existing community - refugees — as it is about 
standing up for real local needs. 

The issue which has motivated people is the Home 
Office’s plan to build an asylum seekers’ detention 
centre at the Stanley Industrial Estate, just outside 
Skelmersdale. Quickly excuses have been thrown up to 
argue that this centre should be built anywhere, but 
not in Skelmersdale’s back yard. The lies are familiar: 
refugees bring crime and violence, refugees reduce 
house prices. West Lancashire council pretends that a 
centre would threaten jobs as rich businessmen might 
move away. 

The attitude of the campaigners seems to be that 
building a centre will prove the government helps 
asylum seekers more than anyone else. | bet none of 
these people has ever stood inside any of the other 
refugee detention centres, with their barbed wire and 
prison conditions. Imagine living three or four people 
to a cell, having to make do with a bucket as your only 
toilet. Imagine being denied access to newspapers, 
phones, television and pencils or pens to write. 
Then you'll understand the sheer bigotry that 
motivates “campaigns” like these. 

Joan Morrison, of Windrows, Old Skelmersdale, told 
the Skelmersdale Advertiser, “Whatever your address 
is, whether it be a £30,000 house, a £130,000 house 
or even a £500,000 house - as soon as Skelmersdale 
is mentioned people will think of the asylum centre”. 
What sort of local movement starts from people worth 
half a million pounds? 

Notice also the reference to “Old” Skelmersdale. 
One of the ties that seems to bind some of the local 
protest is a feeling that Skelmersdale isn’t what it 
used to be. The older supporters won’t blame “the 
refugees” or even “the blacks”. Their real target is 
the generation of working-class Scousers who came 
to live in Skem attracted by the prospect of some of 
the Northwest’s newest housing. Normally the 
Liverpudlians are blamed for everything, from teenage 
pregnancies to local crime. But it looks like Skem’s 
blue-rinse brigade has a new target in sight. 

The real problem is that the planners never 
delivered. Far from becoming a lovely New Town, 


Rees local press reports, one would think that 


Skelmersdale acquired all the malaise of the inner 
cities: run-down infrastructure, mass unemployment, 
chronic depression. This is the sort of place where 
there are more roundabouts than jobs, and the best 
and brightest of the young people run away as fast as 
they can. That has been Skem’s great loss, not house 
prices, and an arthritic local council deserves much of 
the blame. 

Hardly anyone comes out of this episode with any 
pride. Not the campaigners, who have allowed 
themselves to be sidetracked by state racism. Not the 
council, which failed to deliver on people’s needs. 
Not the government, which has been delaying for 
years plans to build a general hospital in Skem. 
Even now there are only 273 hospital beds for all 
the residents of West Lancashire. 

What we witness in Skelmersdale is a long-running 
community campaign that has mutated into something 
different. For years people wanted a hospital, but the 
government never delivered. Now there is a chance for 
the council and the local papers to blame foreigners 
for their own failure to deliver what people need. But 
as the target of the campaign shifts from the hospital 
to the refugee centre, the nature of the people 
involved changes. The mood is despairing, xenophobic. 

Needless to say, Britain’s homegrown Nazis have 
done their best to get involved, sending 12 thugs from 
all over the region to make trouble in Skem. 
The organisers of the campaign were forced to watch 
as the BNP goons threatened to rough up the local 
Labour MP. 

Ms Morrison makes a _ half-hearted attempt to 
distinguish her campaign from the British National 
Party, “It is not that we don’t want it because of their 
race but because of the effect it will have 
economically and socially. It would be where our 
children have to go past to get to school and would 
probably have a knock-on effect to industry.” That last 
sentence merits re-reading. Try as you might, there is 
no possible explanation for the argument that a 
detention centre would be bad for local children, 
except pure racism on the part of the campaign. 

When is a community campaign not a community 
campaign? When its organisers accept the presence 
of racists and fascists in their ranks. It is time that the 
leaders of Skelmersdale People Power came out 
publicly against the BNP. They should remember how 
the hospital campaign began, as a battle for greater 
resources for all, and stop this hateful scapegoating 
of refugees. For the moment, they are playing the 
government and the council’s game. 
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Hate in the age of 


information 


n the 1930s Walter Benjamin wrote that a key 
aspect of the Nazi revolution was its ability to 
render politics through culture and technology. 
In Nazi popular culture the movement was 
represented in music, dance and sport. New media 
such as photography and film provided a means to 
represent the mass character of Nazi politics, producing 
akind of moral indolence in its audiences. For Benjamin 
the true warning of his time was that society was not 
mature enough to “incorporate technology as its organ’. 
The cult of race was enhanced through film and 
photography and captured in motion, enlarged to new 
dimensions and gave leader worship the capacity to be 
heard beyond the range of the human voice. The 
celluloid enhancement of racial narcissism prompted a 
widespread indifference towards its victims. As many 
others have shown, the fruits of modernity became part 
and parcel of the barbarism of the Nazi period. 

Fleeing from the Nazis and refused entry to Spain at 
the village of Portbou, Benjamin killed himself with a 
overdose of morphine. He had made the long trek over 
the Pyrenees carrying his precious manuscript and life's 
work in a suitcase. The Spanish border police sent him 
back but there could be no return. Exhausted he took 
the decision, as Marshall Berman has written, to make 
a “preemptive strike on himself”. Tragically, the very 
next day his fellow asylum seekers were allowed entry 
into Spain. 

What Benjamin wrote has gained renewed 
importance with the emergence of unprecedented 
forms of technological innovation and globalisation. 
The imitators of the Nazis have embraced digital 
technology with an equal zeal albeit with different 
consequences. White racists and marginal white power 
groups first started using computer networks in the mid- 
1980s. By the mid-1990s they had seized upon the 
Internet as an alternative medium that was unregulated 
and relatively cheap. Since then websites carrying white 
supremacist and overt racist material have proliferated 
and become established. Websites act as broadcast 
propaganda for organisations such as the Ku Klux Klan, 
White Aryan Resistance and the British National Party 
and provide merchandising outlets for White Power 
Rock CD and MP3 sound files and Nazi paraphernalia. 

One can download radio shows and speeches by Matt 
Hale of the World Church of the Creator and the ranting 
of William Pierce’s National Alliance. International 
networks of communication are engendered through 
virtual discussion groups, chat rooms, news groups and 
e-mail bulletins. The Net has provided a means for 
people to sense, listen, feel and be involved intimately 
in racist culture from a distance. The medium is 
both public in that it facilitates communication 
dialogue between people who are geographically 
dispersed and private because it can be conducted from 
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by Les Back 


the vantage point of the domestic computer keyboard. 

While there is no doubt that the numbers of hate 
websites and the groups using them are growing, it is 
difficult to make accurate estimates. To investigate hate 
on the Net, you must combine the skills of a detective, 
a lie detector and propaganda codebreaker, for online 
material forms part of a digital masquerade that 
conceals as much as it shows. The frequency with which 
pages are posted and taken down makes it hard to 
determine how many websites carry this kind of 
material. However, there is agreement between the main 
monitoring agencies that there are hundreds of sites, 
perhaps as many as 600. 

The ideological content of Internet racism consists 
largely of white power tracts, such as the Turner Diaries, 
Nazi and fascist texts, Holocaust denial material and 
antisemitic conspiracy theories. What is also evident in 
this world is a type of ideological pick and mix in which 
unexpected and seemingly incompatible thinkers and 
writers are drawn into the pantheon of racial 
nationalism. Yggdrasil’s white nationalist library is a 
case in point. The website was set up in 1996 and is 
dedicated to: 

“’.. electronically-accessible books that form the core 
literature of Western Civilization. Many of Yggdrasil’s 
students wonder what it means to be ‘white’ — or 
European. Many are unaware of their own cultural 
heritage that stretches back over 4,000 years. I present to 
the sons and daughters of Magna Europa this collection 
as a tribute to that heritage.” 

The page includes an electronic bookshelf that 
includes online books by Dickens, Dante, Kant among 
many others. The site managers describe the project in 
the following way: 

“Ygedrasil and Siegfried have collaborated to bring 
you the finest in Western literature and science! Recently 
published on the Electronic Bookshelf are Schiller’s 
Wilhelm Tell, Orwell’s Animal Farm, and Gédel’s 
Undecidability Theorem.” 

Perhaps most surprising is the inclusion of two 
extracts from Theodor W. Adorno, a Jewish intellectual 
and close friend of Benjamin. A refugee from Nazism, he 
settled in America and wrote a famous study of racism 
called The Authoritarian Personality. Adorno must be 
doing somersaults in his grave at the thought of his “new 
readership”. 

Like many of the other online texts, the excerpts from 
Adorno’s essays on the culture industry include an 
introduction by “Siegfried”. Somehow there is a deep 
irony in the image of this white nationalist grappling 
with the difficult prose of Adorno, a trenchant critic of 
Nazism and racism, who said famously that “to write 
poetry after Auschwitz is barbaric”. Siegfried’s 
introduction is perplexing, given that it refers to Jewish 
conspiracies to replace the “Goy middle classes”. 


He struggles to situate Adorno’s writing on the culture 
industry within a white nationalist world view. 
For Siegfried Adorno’s argument is puzzling since he is 
critical of an industry in which some of the proponents 
happen to be Jews: “One might well ask why Adorno 
would attack his own tribesmen (i.e. fellow Jews) in 
public?” Adorno’s work is used to criticise the 
involvement of cultural entrepreneurs and then 
organised into a conspiratorial antisemitic view. 
Siegfried concludes: 

“Although I can give no definitive answer to the above 
question, I wish to point that Adorno was bred in a 
multilingual Europe and like many ‘Upper Crust’ Jews, 
he abhorred the Jewish Mafia ‘scene’ in Los Angeles - the 
seedy home of Bugsy Siegel and Sam Goldwyn ... 
Adorno obviously felt they lacked the proper ‘manners’ 
of the Old World and was shocked at their violence, lack 
of religious devotion, and the amazing quickness with 
which successful Jewish businessmen married attractive 
Goy women.” 

Adorno is misrepresented here as a champion of 
“religious devotion” and the “proper manners of the 
Old World”, and his criticism is perverted to vilify Jewish 
involvement in Hollywood. Siegfried concludes: 
“I regard Adorno as second only to Joseph Schumpeter 
in his ability to explain the society in which we live.” 

The “International Jew” is an omnipresent figure of 
hate. Pre-existing histories of antisemitism in North 
America and Europe are being given a new lease of life 
within cyber-culture. Antisemitic ideas are enhanced by 
the Internet’s global framework precisely because they 
have historically been articulated through a notion of an 
international conspiracy. This may go some way to 
explaining the high level of antisemitic sentiment found 
within the racist Networld. A range of Holocaust deniers 
have embraced the Net to promote what they refer to as 
“historical revisionism”. The notion of an international 
Jewish conspiracy is also connected with what they 
describe as the “Holohoax industry” or “Holoco$t” i.e. 
the spurious suggestion that the genocide of European 
Jewry is little more than a basis for financial extortion. 
The notion of an international Jewish conspiracy also 
provides a means to express a form of racial nationalism 
that is anti-statist. The state is viewed as vitiated by 
“Jewish interests’, designated ZOG (Zionist Occupation 
Government). The claim that the “Jewish conspiracy” is 
international allows the notion of ZOG to be applied to 
any state, be it the United Kingdom, Denmark or the 
United States. 

The information age is changing the relationship 
between time, space and form in racist culture. These 
are the new territories of whiteness that exceed the 
boundaries of the nation state, while supplanting 
ethnocentric racisms with new trans-local forms of 
racial narcissism and xenophobia. Echoing the 
observation made by Benjamin quoted earlier, 
the phenomenon of cyber racism is evidence that the 
information society is not yet mature enough to 
incorporate digital technology as its instrument. 
Cyberspace has also reanimated the ideologies of 
German romanticism and Aryanism, while at the same 
time incorporating figures from the Left such as 
George Orwell and Adorno. The philosophical and 
cultural remnants of Nazism and generic fascism 
crackle within new information circuits and feed 
today’s xenophobes. 

As Benjamin wrote over 50 years ago, technical 
improvement does not emerge out of “homogenous, 
empty time”. The legacy of the past — in this case of 


generic fascism — refuses to stay in its place. It is never 
behind us but remains a dangerous disruption in the 
present. “There is no document of civilisation which is 
not at the same time a document of barbarism” he 
wrote. The information age and the barbarism of 
white supremacy are tied to the same vortex. Racist 
activity online thus casts a shadow over the excesses of 
those who say that the Internet is the new utopia 
where hybrid combinations of human being and 
machine are forged. 

The use of the Internet by white power activists is not 
about to deliver a mass global racist movement. In this 
sense, the imitators of Nazism are not in the same 
league as the zealots of yesteryear. Unlike in the 1930s 
there is no mass movement to accompany the racist will 
to power. Yet, the significance of this phenomenon 
should not be sought in the numbers of people involved. 
Also, the fact that those involved remain relatively small 
should not be read as a comforting statistic. 

What, then, is the nature of this threat? The real 
danger is perhaps that in the information age isolated 
acts of racist terrorism may become commonplace. 
In racist vernacular the political atomisation I have 
described is evident in the figure of the “Lone Wolf”. 
Alex Curtis, a San Diego-based racist activist, 
proclaims that the racist revolution will be delivered by 
racist combatants — referred to as Lone Wolves — who 
will chip away at the government's infrastructure “by 
daily anonymous acts”. He writes, “Some well-placed 
Aryans will one day cause some serious wreckage ... 
A thousand [Timothy] McVeighs ... would end any 
semblance of stability in this racially-corrupt society.” 
Curtis’s call for a legion of white power terrorists is 
unlikely to be answered. Yet in this respect the 
bombing campaign conducted by David Copeland, 
who found his recipe for nail bombs on the Net, in 
London in the summer of 1999 may be an omen. 
Among its adherents, racist culture provides a means 
to rest, sometimes temporarily, the forces of personal 
erasure, fragmentation and social change manifest in 
our postmodern age. In 1999 the British extremist 
magazine Strikeforce published an article entitled 
“Cyber-terror attack Rocks Zog”. It advocated “techno 
terrorism’ and announced: 

“Nowadays we find ourselves living in a computer 
age where every aspect of our lives is influenced by the 
microchip. ... In the wrong hands (or the right hands, 
depending on your politics) the knowledge that 
enables someone to be able to sabotage computer 
networks belonging to Zog could be a more pernicious 
weapon in the dissident arsenal than any 
conventional weaponry such as bombs or guns! 
Think about it; if you plant a bomb it could only cause 
superficial damage to the occupying government 
unless of course it is very strategically placed. As you 
are aware, most terrorist bombs are aimed at getting 
publicity or to draw attention to a certain cause but, 
sadly, they can be indiscriminate and kill innocent 
civilians. The clean-kill alternative of cleverly targeted 
techno-attacks aimed solely at the occupying forces 
and those that help them maintain their position is a 
better choice.” 

Parodying Timothy Leary’s counter-cultural crie du 
coeur the article commanded its readers to “TURN ON! 
KEY IN! KNOCK OUT?!” and in a footnote ended with the 
injunction to “TRUST NO-ONE”. Individuals whose 
only contact with racist politics is via their computer 
screens might become the future perpetrators of such 
“clean kills”. 
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by Alfio Bernabei 


taly’s fascist-infested democracy is now coming under 
real strain. Terrorists calling themselves “The Red 
Brigades” struck again at the end of March in Bologna, 
killing Marco Biagi, a university professor and govern- 
ment consultant on labour and employment policy. 

These terrorists are once more enveloped in the mystery 
of their true political function and affiliation. In the past their 
activities have been used by American-backed right-wing 
and fascist forces as levers in the strategy of tension that 
came about within the framework of the Anglo-American 
Stay Behind Gladio networks dating back to 1949. 

Now the old questions are being asked again. Whose 
interests are these terrorists serving? Who is likely to 
benefit from their actions at a time of increased tension in 
the face of renewed confrontation between a government 
lacking credibility and the trade unions? 

The attempts to find some answers have reopened 
speculation about the so-called “second generation Red 
Brigades”, which came into existence in 1974-75. 
According to General Gianadelio Maletti, the director of 
Italian military counter intelligence in the early 1970s, later 
found guilty of collusion in the protection of fascist 
terrorists, “second generation Red Brigades” were probably 
recruited by the Italian Secret Service and other “parallel 
agencies” acting under the supervision of the CIA in order 
to infiltrate the original movement of the Red Brigades, 
known as the “nucleo storico”. 

In his testimony given last year before the Commissione 
Stragi (Commission on terrorist massacres), General Maletti, 
who in order to escape justice took refuge in South Africa 
under apartheid, said that the creation of “second 
generation Red Brigades” was discussed at the highest level 
of the Italian government. He did not deny that some of their 
members were trained at Campo Maraggiu, in Sardinia. 
This was the secret training ground for the Gladio forces, 
which were linked to a network of fascist organisations. 
The favourite of the CIA, and undoubtedly of Henry Kissinger 
himself, was Ordine Nuovo, led by Pino Rauti, the avowed 
admirer of Hitler and Himmler. Only last year Rauti made an 
electoral deal with Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia. At the very 
top of the secret plans however was the fascist Licio Gelli, 
head of the notorious P2 Masonic Lodge. 

Gelli, known to the CIA and friendly with the former US 
President Ronald Reagan, recruited about 1,200 members, 
including Maletti and other heads of the secret services and 
the military. P2 was later described by an_ investigative 
commission as a “government within the government”. It was 
a subversive organisation, a military coup in waiting, with men 
ready to take control of key structures throughout the country. 
An attempted coup did in fact take place during the night of 
7-8 December 1970, when the Home Office in Rome was 
briefly taken over. Known as the “Borghese coup”, it was 
called off at the last minute apparently because Gelli did not 
get the green light from the United States. 

On the list of P2 members found in Gelli’s villa in Tuscany 
was the name of Berlusconi. Among the many mysteries in 
the tycoon’s early career concerning the source of the funds 
that enabled him to buy estates in Milan and later launch 
his television channels with licences given to him by 
the corrupt Christian Democratic-Socialist government, the 
Gelli link highlights the Gladio-P2-Berlusconi-CIA jigsaw. 





ss cycle of terror 


Berlusconi is now flanked by deputy Prime Minister 
Gianfranco Fini, the former secretary of the fascist MSI 
(Movimento Sociale Italiano), and by Umberto Bossi of the 
racist Northern League. The rise of what has been described 
as the most dangerous political triad in Europe appears to 
be the successful fruition of a long sought objective. 
“The CIA wanted to assist nationalism with the extreme-right 
contribution”, declared Maletti to the Commission. 

Given the efforts of both the United States and Britain in 
setting up the Gladio network in Italy in 1949, which relied 
on fascists as the most trusted soldiers to keep the 
Communists at bay, it would seem that Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s steadfast support for and efforts to give legitimacy to 
Berlusconi’s government, even when it appears anomalous 
and disreputable in the eyes of the world, is just a rerun of 
old alliances outside parliamentary democracy going back 
more than 50 years. 

As for the Red Brigades, the key members of the “nucleo 
storico” were captured and most of them have since 
publicly recognised the futility and anachronism of any 
attempt to win over by force an entire population to the idea 
of establishing a communist state against the intentions of 
established left-wing parties. One wonders, therefore, what 
lies behind these new recruits who commit a terrorist act, 
such as the killing of Biagi, that so clearly strengthens 
the Berlusconi coalition and more specifically prompts the 
entire military to spring to its defence. 

The killing has come at a time when the government is 
facing the reemerging opposition led by a trade union 
movement still capable of mobilising up to three million 
people on a national demonstration and bringing the country 
to a standstill in defence of workers’ rights. The unions have 
flatly rejected Berlusconi’s attempts to depict them as the 
breeding ground for terrorism. Their aim is to protect Article 
18 of the Workers’ Statute, which requires the reinstatement 
of anyone who is sacked without good reason. Biagi was 
one of the architects of a change in the Statute that would 
have made hiring and firing easier. He knew he was in 
danger. He had complained to the authorities about their 
decision to take away his escort and leave him unprotected. 

In order to divert attention from this crucial detail, soon 
after the killing government officials claimed to know that 
the terrorists had used the same “Red Brigade weapon” 
that two years earlier had killed Massimo D’Antona, another 
government consultant on employment legislation, who 
had worked under the previous government. Later, however, 
it transpired that this detail could not be verified. 
In D’Antona’s case the killers had picked up all the bullets 
in order to cut all links to the weapon that had fired them. 

There will be arrests of course. But those really 
responsible for the Biagi killing will remain shrouded in 
mystery. This is not just because some of the most recent 
terrorist attacks, such as the bomb at // Manifesto, have 
turned out to be the work of fascists attached to Third 
Position, but also because the Bologna killing bears the 
hallmarks of a very professional operation. “If you look at 
the spot where it took place you begin to realise that it was 
carried out with military precision”, a source told 
Searchlight. “Via Valdonica, in the heart of the ex Jewish 
ghetto of Bologna, is under the constant gaze of dozens of 
people, with narrow points of entry and exit. This is 
definitely not the place where amateurs can strike with 
enough confidence to get away virtually unseen.” 


The return of terrorism is 
bound to reopen the questions 
about the strategy of tension 
and the “years of lead”, one of 
the darkest chapters in Italian 
history, and increase the sense 
of menace to the country’s 
fragile democracy. After 20 
years of fascism followed by 
utter subservience to the 
United States, which for over 
40 years propped up the 
Christian Democrats’ corrupt 
string of governments infected by the Mafia, financial 
malpractices and nepotism, many Italians fear for the future 
of their shaky institutions, especially the judiciary, which has 
come under the attack of the present government. 

The current political situation bears similarities with 
1922, when Mussolini was invited to form a government 
backed by the country’s industrial class and by popular 
consensus achieved through nationalistic fervour and a 
show of strength. Berlusconi is the industrial class and 
simultaneously the owner of the key instrument of 
consensus-making apparatuses, his television channels 
and huge media empire. Last year a large numbers of 
Italians voted not so much for parties in the moral ethical 
tradition but for the embodiment of the aggressive values 
they had heard advertised: plutocracy, fascism and racism. 

There are also similarities with 1963 when for the first 
time since the Second World War the ClA-backed Christian 
Democratic Party appeared shaken by the first centre-left- 
government of Aldo Moro and by trade union militancy. The 
Stay Behind structure immediately stirred. The attempted 
coup d’état by General Giovanni de Lorenzo in 1964 was a 
flop, but it succeeded in mobilising the fascist and neo- 
fascists forces and thus ignited the fuse of the strategy of 
tension. Terrorists began to strike. How many members 
of the Red Brigades were in fact fascists acting as agents 
provocateurs to weaken the left and strengthen the military 
we shall probably never know. _ 

Investigations in over 300 killings during the “anni di 
piombo” have all too often led to the capture and 
imprisonment of the foot soldiers carrying out the attacks. 
At the point their commanders would have been unmasked, 
documents have disappeared, tapes have been erased and 
witnesses have been killed in an endless and so far 
successful sidetracking operation. Even the assassination 
of the Christian Democrat leader Aldo Moro in 1978 
remains a mystery. Only last month Michele Landi, a 
computer expert who had been working on the investigation 
into the D’Antona killing, was found dead. “I do not think it 
was suicide,” said a magistrate who knew him well. 

When D’Antona was killed members of Digos, the Italian 
anti-terrorist squad, and some military intelligence sources 
indicated to Searchlight that those responsible were 
probably to be found among the fascists. The last four years 
have seen many bombings, arsons and assaults all claimed 
by what appear to be non-existent “left groups” who when 
investigated turn out to consist of followers, if not members, 
of Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova. The assassination of Biagi 
is likely to turn out to be part of a recreated Gladio-style 
strategy, now adapted to prop up the most dangerous 
political triad in Europe. 
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Trade unionists 
facing the threat 


Beyond the local elections 
by Steve Silver 


The recent anti-British National Party activity in the run-up to 
the local elections has been heartening. All over Britain anti- 
fascists have been distributing literature, local and national 
leaflets, in an anti-fascist campaign of which we haven't 
seen the likes in at least a decade. Invariably, wherever there 
has been anti-fascist activity trade unionists have played a 
central role. 

Of course we have all been gearing up to 2 May carrying 
out what can only really be described as a damage limitation 
exercise on the BNP The real task now is to sustain anti- 
fascist work beyond the local elections and, to do that, trade 
unionists must continue to play a pivotal role. 

This is the motivation for the joint conference that 
Searchlight Educational Trust is holding with the Southern 
and Eastern Region of the Trades Union Congress (SERTUC). 
We are calling on trade unionists to join us in assessing the 
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far-right threat in Britain today after the local elections and 
to look at ways of combating the menace. 

The growth of the BNP is not some fluke development, for 
regardless of this month’s election results, we are seeing the 
slow rehabilitation of fascism in Britain. Where once, 
memories of the 1930s and 1940s meant that most people 
saw fascist parties as beyond the pale, many now believe 
the lie that the BNP is simply speaking for ordinary people 
who are concerned about immigration, or more recently 
“the Muslim threat”. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions have an important political role to play as 
well as a more general role in combating the menace. 
Trade unions — the genuine representative organisations of 
working people — can show by words and deeds that the 
ideas of the far right are anathema to people’s true 
interests. They are best placed to show that for BNP leader 
and toff Nick Griffin, white working-class people really are 
little more than a pawn in his racist game. 

There are two things we ask our union supporters to do 
over the next month. We urge you to make sure that your 
branch is sending someone to the anti-fascist trade union 
conference on 8 June (see advert on page 2). And if your 
branch is not yet an affiliate of Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight, please put an affiliation motion to your next 
branch meeting. 


Get your union branch to become a Trade Union Friend of Searchlight 


®™ Get a copy of Searchlight magazine every month with up-to-date information on racist 
and fascist activity in Britain and abroad @ Get copies of TUFS newsletter 
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™® Copies of our book Facing the Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement 
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| have spoken at a number of trade union meetings in the past few months and 
found people still approaching me to share their memories of our late editor, 
who died 21 years ago, and the magnificent work he did in bringing black and 
white workers together in defence of their rights. 

Maurice has become part of the folk history of the last century in terms of 
opposing fascism and racism. He inspired my colleague, Steve Silver, to head the 
team that successfully launched Trade Union Friends of Searchlight a few years 
F-¥-Xommm Coler- Wat he] oo mitcCMiiecoMiirlime AOlOMae-(e(-MblalColim-lailitclaclirmiam-lecelieelimeomuliitelg-vety 
of individual trade unionists who subscribe to and read Searchlight every month. 

You will see on page 2 this month and on this page that Searchlight is helping to 
put on a national trade union conference in June. | know that Maurice would be 
proud to see how we, together with his old trade union colleagues, are carrying his 
dream forward. 

It is also with sadness that we belatedly announce the death of Maurice’s widow 
Liz last year. She stood by his side in his great days and contributed to maintaining 
Searchlight’s existence in the years immediately after his death. 

She went on to remarry and continue to enjoy her family and the promotion of 
progressive music through choral work. 

Gerry Gable, April 2002 
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News from the sewers 





No fool 
like an 
old fool 


COLIN JORDAN, Britain’s nazi godfather, or wimp 
quaking in his jackboots depending on where you are 
standing, has put two fingers up, or more probably a 
Nazi salute, to the Recorder at Leeds Crown Court. 
Last November Norman Jones QC allowed Jordan to 
stand down from the dock where he was facing 
11 charges under the race relations provisions of the 
Public Order Act. Most of the charges arose from 
Jordan’s ongoing threats against anybody he did not 
like the look of in his tatty hate sheet, Gothic Ripples. 
His targets included the Searchlight team, yours truly, 
members of staff at the Board of Deputies of British Jews 
and Amer Anwar, a young Asian who had the courage 
and audacity to smash up a memorial to Rudolf Hess, 
the Nazi war criminal and deputy to Adolf Hitler, which 
had been erected by two of Jordan's old cronies. 

While Jordan had maintained a defiant stance among 
his fellow nazis, in private he was distraught at the 
thought of ending his days in a cell and pleaded his age 
and state of health. The judge agreed to halt the trial on 
medical grounds provided Jordan obeyed the court’s 
order not to take part in any further political action or 
even engage in social contacts that might indicate he 
was fit enough to face trial. 

Jordan immediately hid himself away on his croft in 
Wester Ross and began work on a new illegal issue of 
Gothic Ripples, in which he repeats the offences for 
which he was charged. 

Jordan has without any success been trying to hide 
behind Article 10 of the Human Rights Act 1998 which 
safeguards freedom of expression. He omits to take into 
account Article 1 which states that the protection of 
human life overrides the rest of the provisions. Inciting 
his followers to “deal with the Searchlight team” would 
appear to present a direct threat to our human rights. 








Jordan’s name has appeared on a list of objectors to 
the building of a multi-faith centre in Scotland, a fact 
that was drawn to our attention by a local newspaper. 
So in defiance of the court he ploughs on, clearly not 
quite as ill as he made out in front of the judge. 

No doubt the Crown Prosecution Service and the 
judge will respond to Jordan’s obvious contempt of 
the criminal justice system. If they are choked, I can tell 
our readers that I am brimming over with indignation at 
losing the opportunity to ask the old nazi, under his 
cross examination of me as a witness against him, about 
events leading up to a series of arson attacks on 
synagogues and other Jewish buildings in London 
carried out by his former wife and several of his 
members in the 1960s. One theological student died and 
another was seriously injured during these attacks. 

It is absolutely clear from the papers relating to that 
case that Jordan had prior knowledge of at least one of 
the attacks and did nothing to prevent it. 


PM problems 

| WAS DISGUSTED to read the final paragraph of a review 
in Tribune of the new Werner Herzog movie, Invincible. 
The reviewer, who signs him or herself PM, writes “... nor 
does Herzog do justice to his bigger subject, the failure of the 
Jews in Europe to deal with the threat posed by nazism”. 

What ignorance. The German Jewish community was one 
of the most assimilated. It played a key role on the left in 
fighting the rise of Nazism. Many who went into exile fought 
in Spain knowing that, if captured, they faced the 
concentration camps back home. Others led international 
campaigns in a world that was growing increasingly deaf 
and blind to the plight of not only Jews but all those 
opposed to Hitler. 

German Jews were not a cohesive group in any form 
whatsoever and hit back in many ways against the nazis but 
as a fragmented people. If PM genuinely wishes to seek 
responsibility rather than place blame on the victims, he or 
she might start by looking to the hundreds of thousands of 
members of German left groups who crossed the political 
street to become active members of the Brownshirts and in 
some cases the SS. 


Too much prejudgment, too little research. 
THE RIGHT-OF-CENTRE Times columnist Michael Gove 
showed a distinct lack of knowledge of policing matters 
when he very liberally defended Commander Brian 
Paddick, the gay senior officer who has allegedly fallen 
foul of Scotland Yard’s rule book about officers and drugs. 
Writing on 26 March, Gove suggested, rightly, that the 
Met should show more support for forward-thinking 
officers like Paddick, and stop wasting time and money 
on officers such as DAC John Grieve, who has spent 
many years hunting the killer of Stephen Lawrence. 

Grieve was sticking his neck out calling for the 
liberalisation of Britain’s drug laws and the ways in 
which the police enforce them, while Gove was still 
in nappies. Maybe Gove is spending too much time at 
London Swinton Circle meetings with its various far- 
right headbangers to get around to some proper 
research on those he attacks. 


Dumped 

| WAS AMUSED to see a letter in the BNP magazine Identity 
complaining about dumped old bangers causing areas to go 
down-market. | wondered if any of them were leftovers of 
Nick Griffin’s failed secondhand car business. That was 
clearly a case of no one wanting to buy a secondhand car 
from such a person. 





| 
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EUROPE 

Synagogues hit by wave of violence 
THE GOVERNMENTS of several countries have stepped 
up security for Jewish communities and promised to 
deploy extra police, including riot units, to protect 
Jewish property after a wave of arson attacks and 
vandalism on synagogues and other Jewish premises at 
the end of March. The authorities in Russia, Austria, 
Germany, Belgium and France all pledged to increase 
vigilance after the incidents, the worst of which was in 
Marseille, France, where arsonists set fire to a city 
synagogue, razing it to the ground. 

Other anti-Jewish incidents were reported in 
Strasbourg, Toulouse, Nice and Lyon, where a 15-strong 
masked gang ram-raided a synagogue with two blazing 
cars in an attempt to burn it down. In Brussels, 
firebombs were hurled into a synagogue in the suburb of 
Anderlecht. 

The police believe most of the attacks are linked with 
the escalation of events in the Middle East rather than 
have a right-wing extremist origin. However, a Passover 
attack on a synagogue in Kostroma, 160 miles north of 
Moscow, appears to have been carried out by local 
skinheads, who daubed the building with antisemitic 
and racist slogans while the congregation was 
celebrating Passover. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 

Seven years for attacking pregnant 
woman 

A 23-YEAR-OLD Czech skinhead was jailed at the end of 
March for carrying out a violent attack on three people, 
including a pregnant woman, in Prague in May 1999. 
Frantisek Sobek was given a seven-year sentence for the 
assaults after a court viewed video evidence made by a 
passer-by who had been attending a party in Prague to 
celebrate the victory of the Czech national team in the world 
ice hockey championship. Sobek, who has said he intends 
to appeal against the sentence, has a string of previous 
convictions and a record of involvement in the Czech nazi 
skinhead scene. 


RUSSIA 

Skinheads in murder orgy 

A GANG of skinheads aged 14 to 17 kicked two people to 
death and stabbed another in Moscow at the end of 
March. Their victims were two homeless people and a 
young man from the Caucasus. These murders are the 
latest in an inventory of skinhead violence in Russia. 
Last October, a mob of more than 100 skinheads 
rampaged through a suburban market centre, killing 
three people. 


UKRAINE 

SS pension decision condemned 

Moves to grant Ukrainian former SS men the same 
pension rights as Red Army veterans have caused 
widespread anger in the Ukrainian Jewish community and 





‘in neighbouring Russia. The plan to give the SS men 


pensions is grounded on the claim that they were not Nazi 
fanatics but fighters for Ukrainian independence against 
the Communists. 

Most of the expected recipients of the pension belong to 
the infamous Galichina division of the Waffen SS, which 
took part in massacres of Jewish, Polish and Russian 
civilians. As well as a pension, they will also get 
concessions on local taxes and utility charges. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry called the Ukrainian 
decision “a disgraceful act of betrayal of millions of 
victims of Nazism”, while Vadim Rabinovich, head of the 
Ukrainian Jewish Congress, described it as “a crime 
against the Ukrainian and Jewish peoples”. More than 
800,000 Ukrainians perished at the hands of the Nazis 
and their collaborators during the German occupation of 
1941-1944, 


LATVIA 

SS veterans honour their dead 

SEVERAL HUNDRED people turned out in Riga on 
16 March, in defiance of a ban, to honour Latvians 
who fought alongside the Nazis against the Red Army 
and communist and Jewish partisans during the 
war. Veterans of the Latvian division of the Waffen SS 
laid flowers at the city’s Freedom Monument after 
plans for a march were scrapped and the event was 
formally banned. 

Police arrested the local Latvian nationalist leader, 
Aivars Garda, and prevented him from attending. 
Elderly opponents of the ceremony also turned out to 
protest and scuffles broke out. An estimated 140,000 
Latvians served in the Waffen SS and those still alive 
have remained fanatical in their hatred of Russians and 
Jews. In recent years, they have called for the expulsion 
of Russian settlers, who now account for about one 
third of Latvia's 2.4 million population. 


GERMANY 

Top nazis face hate trials 

The former leader of the banned Freiheitliche Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei, Friedhelm Busse, appeared in court in Essen 
in early April charged with incitement of hatred. Busse, 73, 
from Munich, is accused of voicing public approval for 
genocide at a demonstration by the nazi National- 
demokratische Partei Deutschlands on 1 May 2001. 

According to the charge sheet, he declared “When 
Germany is Jew-free, then we won’t need any Auschwitz any 
more”. This is Busse’s second trial for the offence. The first 
was called off because the judges wanted to question 
further witnesses. 

Jurgen Rieger, the leading nazi lawyer, also faces trial for 
incitement of hatred for denying the mass extermination of 
Jews at the trial of a Holocaust denier in 1996. Rieger was 
previously acquitted of the charge but the justice authorities 
appealed and challenged the claim that lawyers have the 
right to make statements denying the Holocaust while 
representing their clients in court. The case is widely seen 
as a test case on how far a lawyer can go in defending 
someone charged with Holocaust denial. 








NETHERLANDS 


by Jeroen Bosch, Anti-Fascist 
Action/Alert in Utrecht 


Right-wing populist grabs 
headlines with new book 


PIM FORTUYN, the right-wing populist who is 
mounting a big electoral challenge to the governing 
parties, has offered his “solutions” to the pressing 
problems of health care, public security and migration 
in a new book in which he attacks the two most recent 
coalition governments. 

Eight Years of Purple Mess is clearly designed to act as 
the election programme of his new party, the Lijst Pim 
Fortuyn (LPF), which is currently running second in 
opinion polls for the general election on 15 May. 

The release of advance copies to journalists ensured 
he and his party grabbed newspaper headlines and 
dominated television and radio news programmes. After 
the book’s publication in March, Fortuyn again led the 
news as the reactions of other politicians and opinion 
formers were faithfully recorded for several days. 

Fortuyn was, of course, delighted but not everyone 
was so enthusiastic about his literary effort. At the 
launch press conference, he was attacked by members 
of the environmentalist Biologic Bakers’ Brigade, 
who lobbed three tarts at him in protest at his 
racist statements and empty slogans. Wiping pastry 
off his suit, he blamed Prime Minister Wim Kok for 
“creating an atmosphere” in which such actions 
“inevitably take place”. 

Much of the more traditional political reaction 
was also deeply critical but Fortuyn still managed to 
appear in the country’s four main news programmes 
on the same evening. He also made headlines when he 
was sworn in, together with 15 other members of 
Leefbaar Rotterdam (LR), to Rotterdam city council at 
the city hall. 

Fortuyn’s ambition to get his hands on decision 
making posts in the city came to grief after he failed to 
form a coalition with the Social Democrats of the PvdA, 
the city’s second biggest party, which he hates. As a 
result, Rotterdam still does not have a city council. 

Even if his political antics in Rotterdam are laughable, 
his book - and the whole package of reactionary ideas it 
touts — has to be taken seriously. For example, Fortuyn 
wants to abolish state disability benefits paid to a 
million people who are unable to work. Fortuyn claims 
to “know” that 300,000 people are “fraudulently 
claiming disability benefit” and says they should be 
turfed out of the state scheme. 

His recipe for the health care system is no less radical: 
he wants to axe a quarter of all civil servants and 
reorganise health care so that people can choose how 
they are insured, which would result in the well-off 
getting better treatment. In his reforming zeal, Fortuyn 
also wants to abolish rent reductions for poor people 
and is demanding forced mixing of social groups in 
urban areas. 

The young do not escape the sweep of Fortuyn’s broad 
brush. His book demands the return of conscription or 
compulsory civil duties. And, of course, he calls for the 


establishment of reform institutions for young 
offenders. 

But it is on the issue of migration that Fortuyn’s 
trumpet blasts loudest. According to him, the 
Netherlands must reestablish border controls, 
renounce the Schengen and the United Nations 
refugee treaties and scan every container coming into 
the port of Rotterdam. Only refugees from England, 
Germany, France and Denmark would be welcome. 
As for other, presumably non-white, migrants, if they 
do not assimilate quickly enough they will be refused 
social welfare. 

Fortuyn regards migrants as “a dead weight in society” 
and wants to rescind Article 1 of the Dutch Constitution, 
which enshrines equal treatment of all Dutch citizens. 
He reserves much venom for Muslims, stating, “If I can 
get it right juridically, no Muslim will enter our country 
any more”. 

It is here that his racism is clearest. His statement 
about the “criminal behaviour” of Moroccan youth in 
some cities has made him infamous: “Moroccan boys 
never steal from Moroccans. Did you notice that? We can 
be stolen from, but not them.” 

His book also displays latent antisemitism in its 
comments on reparations paid to the Jewish community 
for its sufferings under the Nazis: “The mistake is made 
when we bend to the Jewish lobby. Not in the sense of 
compensation for theft and harm made to those directly 
involved or relatives, but in the sense of the general 
compensation handed out to all kinds of Jewish 
foundations, which can use that money, our money, 
for every purpose they want, even to hand it out among 
the ‘poor’. This action I put in the category, ‘Once, but 
never again!’.” 

The discussion about compensation for relatives of 
victims of slavery also stirs up Fortuyn’s anger: “People 
who say they still suffer from the past slavery of their 
distant ancestors belong at the psychiatrist’s, not at the 
negotiating table for financial compensation”. Fortuyn 
devotes a lot of space to the “lower class” and blames 
migrants for the heavy pressures on public transport 
and waiting lists in the health system. He is also deeply 
misogynist, arguing that women belong at home. 

Armed with this political shopping list and 
surrounded by generally very decent and totally 
uncritical followers, Fortuyn’s mission, he proclaims, is 
to “save Holland”. Describing himself as a “son of the 
people of The Netherlands” he promotes a “survival of 
the fittest society”, a society separated and divided into 
“haves” and “have nots’, into “Dutchmen” and 
“foreigners”, into men and woman. 

Fortuyn is supported by businessmen, mainly in 
property, and has promised to repay their help when he 
is in power. Driven around in a Daimler and living in a 
big villa in Rotterdam, he presents, it seems, unlimited 
attraction to young people, first-time voters, neo- 
liberals, people who have never voted before and, of 
course, the extreme right. 

Fortuyn’s emergence as a political force has prompted 
numerous counter-initiatives against him and his 
political ideas, involving more than just anti-fascists. 
In fact, Fortuyn has woken up a lot of people. 
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Police guard 
Charlottenburg 
Jewish 
cemetery after 
it was attacked 
in 1998 
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A new 


dimension 
of violence 





By Tammy Wild in Berlin 


BERLIN’S JEWISH COMMUNITY has demanded better 
security following a bomb attack on the Jewish cemetery 
in Charlottenburg on the evening of 16 March. 
The attack came against a background of growing 
antisemitic criminality in which the number of 
anti-Jewish offences doubled in the last year. 

Now, several weeks after the Charlottenburg outrage, 
the police have said that they think “a right-wing 
extremist background to the attack is more likely than 
an Arab one’. So far, nobody has claimed responsibility 
but a £3,000 reward has been offered for information 
about the bombers who lobbed a steel flask full of 
explosive over the wall close to the cemetery entrance. 
Police are looking for a black car that was noticed in the 
area soon after the attack. 

The explosion rattled the window-panes of buildings 
in a radius of several hundred metres. At the cemetery 
itself several windows of the funeral hall were shattered 
and a corridor badly damaged. Alexander Brenner, 
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chairman of the Jewish community in Berlin, estimates 
the damage at between £1,800 and £3,200. 

Brenner described the attack as “a new dimension of 
violence” and said he hoped the security authorities 
would in this case, “contrary to previous attacks”, 
succeed in identifying the culprits. He went on to call for 
further measures for the protection of Jewish property 
because “it is obvious that the present measures are not 
sufficient”. Brenner also criticised what he called “anti- 
Israeli reportage in part of the German media’. 

Anetta Kahane, a prominent member of the Jewish 
community and chair of the Amadeu-Antonio 
Foundation, commented that she had observed 
increasing dissemination of “antisemitic stereotypes 
going so far as to revive the spectre of the world Jewish 
conspiracy ... The notion that open antisemitism has 
become acceptable again runs through all levels of 
society.” 

The Amadeu-Antonio Foundation has watched with 
mounting concern an escalating wave of right-wing 
violence, including attacks on immigrants and refugees 
as well as on Jewish memorials and cemeteries. 
The Charlottenburg attack had, Kahane said, “a terrorist 
character”. 

Of the 455 crimes in the past year defined by the Berlin 
security authorities as “right-wing offences”, 106 were 
antisemitic. While the majority of these offences did not 
involve physical violence to people or property, it is 
nonetheless alarming that the number of antisemitic 
offences has doubled. 

Ms Kahane is convinced that the lack of success of 
police enquiries dealing with almost all previous 
antisemitic attacks in Berlin has encouraged right-wing 
extremists to carry out further outrages. 

The list of unsolved antisemitic incidents in Berlin 


gets longer year by year. The police have still not found 
the people who completely destroyed the grave of Heinz 
Galinski, former leader of the city’s Jewish community, 
in December 1998. An attempted bomb attack on the 
grave three months earlier also remains on the list of 
unsolved crimes. 

Equally worrying is the fact that nobody has been 
apprehended for the destruction of 103 gravestones in 
the Jewish cemetery at Weissensee in October 1999 nor 
for the attack on the business premises of a local non- 
Jewish stone mason who publicly volunteered to restore 
the shattered gravestones. A fire bomb attack on an 
exhibit at the “Jewish life in Berlin” exhibition in 1999 
has likewise been filed as “case unsolved”. 

More recent outrages such as the scratching of 
swastikas at the “Memorial for deported Jews” in the 
city’s Tiergarten district have produced fruitless police 
enquiries. The shambolic state of police investigations 
has prompted Andreas Nachama, former president 
of the Berlin Jewish community, to refer to it as the 
“Berlin sickness’. 

The rise in antisemitic and racist criminality has 
without doubt been encouraged by the incompetence of 
the German authorities in carrying through their move 
to ban the nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD), which has been given a major 
boost by the authorities’ discomfiture. At its recent 
national conference, held in mid-March at a forest hotel 
near K6nigslutter, the party’s more openly antisemitic 
wing around the former terrorist Horst Mahler was able 
to adopt an even higher profile. 

The isolated venue of the conference, attended by 
about 300 delegates, was a good choice for the party 
because ever since its foundation the locality has been 
one of its voter strongholds. The nazis were able to meet 
totally undisturbed by demonstrators and journalists. 

Behind its closed doors, however, the atmosphere was 
somewhat less than relaxed as the assembled nazis 
exchanged recriminations about the leadership and the 
party line. There was considerable anger in the party 
ranks about the unmasking of some leading members as 
police spies and informers. In particular, there was deep 
dissension when the former, and now reelected, party 
president, Udo Voigt, told the gathering that he had 
“known about the informers for a long time’. 

Nothing, of course, was said about this at the press 
conference held at the end of the meeting. Instead, a 
bullish Voigt, who was returned to office with 75% of the 
delegates’ votes, insisted that there.had been “no row” 
about either him or his political line. Assured of victory, 

-he announced, “We will be standing in the 
parliamentary elections”. 

In the meantime, the NPD has already adopted its 
candidates’ lists in all 17 federal states and begun to 
mobilise under the slogan “Germany, we are coming!”. 
No less assured was Holger Apfel, the reelected deputy 
party president, who declared that “the spies affair is no 
problem for the party”. He claimed the NPD stands 
united behind its newly elected leadership, which is 
stuffed full of Voigt loyalists including Jiirgen Schén 
from Saxony, Ulrich Eigenfeld, the former party 
general secretary, and Frank Schwerdt, the party’s 
business manager. 

Voigt explained the absence of Hans Giinther 
Eisenecker, the long-time party soldier and lawyer, by 
claiming that Eisenecker, who with Horst Mahler is legally 
representing the party in its bid to avoid prohibition, 
would be assuming “other functions” in future. 

The internal opposition to Voigt is centred around 


Steffen Hupka, a former activist of the outlawed NF 
and former party regional chairman in Saxony-Anhalt, 
and Giinter Deckert, the former NPD national 
president. They signally failed to win a majority in what 
might have been the NPD’s final conference before 
being outlawed. 

Hupka’s attempt, a week before the conference, to 
launch a struggle for power had already flopped badly 
when only about 50 activists responded to an invitation 
by the former “Revolutionary Platform” of the NPD to 
meet in a nazi pub in the small Brandenburg town of 
Friedersdorf. The organisers had expected at least 150 
nazis to be present. One of those who did attend was 
Eisenecker who bitterly attacked the line of Mahler and 
Voigt who, he said, “do not listen to me”. 

Hupka too does not seem able to get heard in the 
party any more. Despite the support of the party’s 
Schleswig-Holstein and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
regions, which are dominated by the Freie 
Kameradschaften, all that remains to him is the 
possibility of distributing his tatty newsletter, Good 
Advice, to party members. 

Hupka’s latest stunt is a “Seven Point Plan’, aimed 
at rescuing the party from Voigt, in which he outlines 
the characteristics needed by future members of the 
leadership. “There must be a great emphasis on 
character. A technically qualified and gifted, hard 
working person can, nevertheless, be a pig. In order to 
ensure the leadership for the transitional period a code 
of ethics must be formulated.” 

Hupka’s suggestion for “a new leadership team” under 
the motto “honest young nationalistic” amply confirms 
that the Freie Kameradschaften are still intent on 
winning control over the NPD as long as the party 
remains legal. Well to the fore in Hupka’s illustrious list 
of would-be NPD leaders are dross like the convicted 
nazi terrorist Manfred Boérm, the long-time Bielefeld 
nazi thug Bernd Stehmann and the party’s current 
chairman in Schleswig-Holstein, Peter Borchert, who is 
currently the subject of a police investigation for 
malicious wounding. 

Without doubt, the real winner for the time being of 
the power struggle in the NPD is Horst Mahler. 
Brimming with confidence, the man who has handled 
the fight in Karlsruhe against the state's application to 
outlaw the NPD told the conference that the moves 
to ban the party would fail now that the party had 
uncovered “ten state informers in its ranks”. 

Exactly who these people were Mahler did not want to 
explain in detail. As far as the ban application is 
concerned, Mahler can reasonably feel some degree of 
short-term optimism. The chief constitutional judges 
have not yet decided on the timetable for a resumption 
of Constitutional Court hearings to discuss the party’s 
prohibition. However, it can be safely assumed that the 
verbal submissions will not resume before the federal 
elections in the autumn. So there remains enough time 
for the NPD to keep its worried rank and file active by 
mobilising them onto the streets in the election 
campaign. 

At the same time, the next trial of strength between 
the Voigt-Mahler NPD leadership and the rival nazi 
hardcore Freie Kameradschaften is already looming with 
the preparations for 1 May. The NPD has announced 
plans to march in Berlin, Dresden, Géttingen, 
Ludwigshafen and Nuremberg while the 
Kameradschafien, intent on staging a second May Day 
march in Frankfurt am Main, has had their application 
to demonstrate refused. 
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Guilty verdict for nazis who 
assaulted Ethiopian migrant 


Another nazi 
under arrest: 
Per Syvind 
Monge, owner 
of the Club 22 
nazi drinking 
den outside 
Oslo which 
opened a few 
months ago 


By Tor Bach in Oslo 


FIVE YOUNG NAZIS have been convicted for a vicious 
attack on Surafel Getachew on New Year's Eve two years 
ago. As Searchlight reported in April, Getachew, 20, 
sustained serious injuries when the gang struck him to 
the ground with bottles and kicked him in the head. 

Kim Stangstuen was sentenced to two years in prison, 
Rune Oddvar Pedersen was given 20 months, the 
notorious thug Kim Hugo Hansen got two years, his 
comrade-in-booze Mikkel Vetvik 18 months and 
Andreas Bang Langeid one year. They were also ordered 
to pay Getachew £46,000 compensation. All five have 
appealed, so they will remain at liberty until the appeals 
are heard. 

While the court system continues its crackdown on 
nazi violence, an old friend of several recently convicted 
louts has crawled out of the woodwork after years of 
absence. In January, Rune Kjelldahl decided to relaunch 
his local radio station, Radio Niterocket, in Oslo after six 
years off the air. Claiming to have broken all ties to nazis, 
Kjelldahl has so far kept his programmes free of the 
Hitler speeches, Nazi marches and white power music 
that brought him well earned notoriety in the mid-1990s. 

However, the neighbourhood committee in 
Gamlebyen, a working-class neighbourhood in east 
Oslo, picketed Kjelldahl’s studio and demanded he quit, 
fearing that it could again become a drinking den and 
organising centre for nazis and violent criminals. 
Kjelldahl, who has some experience of the trouble a well 
organised anti-racist working-class neighbourhood can 
cause, announced immediately that he would move his 
studio elsewhere. 
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Kjelldahl was shown the red card by concerned anti- 
fascists, but Oddbjgrn Jonstad, alias Oddball Oddbjorn, 
has collared it from his own nazi followers. 

After several months of nasty infighting, the fascist 
Norwegian People’s Party staged its own version of the 
“Night of the Long Knives”. Since its foundation, this 
party has been a complete flop. Its programme, 
leadership and statutes were exposed by the anti-fascist 
magazine Monitor before they were meant to be made 
public. Since then, the party has been riddled with 
informers and ripped apart by internal wrangling. 

A change of name from the National Alliance to the 
Norwegian People’s Party and an invitation to Jonstad, a 
defector from the Progress Party, to become its new 
leader did not solve its problems. While Jonstad was 
boasting that he had 2,000 members, last September's 
election result gave his party only 1,632 votes, less than 
0.1% of the electorate. 

A party congress in December produced no signs of 
light in what seems to be an endless tunnel and internal 
warfare reached such a level that members were unable 
to elect a new party leadership. The impasse left Oddball 
able to continue his weird fiihrership, while the more 
overt nazis were left lurking behind the scenes. 

Finally tiring of Jonstad, whom they describe as a 
political clown, the open nazis got rid of him. After 
reversing the party's name change, the men behind the 
enterprise, Kjell Tore Vogsland and Arnljot Moseng, 
now hope to generate enthusiasm and broad support. 

How these two will actually manage to conduct such a 
miracle remains to be seen but, having staged their coup 
during the Easter holidays, perhaps they are hoping for 
a resurrection from the dead. 


Norwegian Communists embrace 
antisemitism 


By Sven Johansen in Oslo 


THE NORWEGIAN LEFT traditionally has fought racism and 
avoided attacking Judaism and Jews while criticising Israel. 
Now the Norwegian Communist Party (NKP) has broken 
with this tradition. A party with a proud record of anti-Nazi 
resistance during the Second World War appears to have 
turned into a small clique of latter-day Brezhnevites willing 
to wallow in antisemitic filth. 

Its weekly rag Friheten (Freedom) has printed page after 
page of bizarre conspiracy theories about the events of 11 
September. The columnist Hartvig Seetra, for example, 
claims the Middle East crisis is based on the fact that so 
many “Jewish multibillionaires have formidable and 
unreasonable control over multinational capital and the 
big multinational media”. According to Seetra, this must 
be pointed out even if, “it does not help that Hitler said 
the same”. 

Szetra has on several occasions repeated the lie about 
4,000 Jews who did not show up for work at the World 
Trade Centre on 11 September. According to Seetra this 
clearly indicates that Israel knew about and perhaps staged 
the attack. To demonstrate its credibility, Friheten reveals its 
source: “former congressman David Duke from Louisiana”. 

While there is no doubt that the former Ku Klux Klan 
leader firmly believes that the evil forces of “ZOG” (the 
“Zionist Occupation Government” which supposedly 
dominates the USA) are working day and night to 
undermine the Aryan race, it is less clear how what used 
to be an ordinary small Moscow-style Communist Party has 
reached the same conclusion. 

Commenting on the NKP’s descent into antisemitism, 
Christine Mohn, secretary of the Norwegian Association 
Against Antisemitism, said: “This is terrible. It is tragic that 
the far left is promoting the same bigotry as the Nazis. 
The Norwegian left has always had a strong tradition of 
fighting racism.” Ms Mohn and her organisation were 
among the first to react to the NKP’s rubbish, and have, 
together with the anti-fascist magazine Monitor, been 
putting together a dossier of articles from Friheten. 

Until now there has been no public reaction to the fact 
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that a newspaper that is financially supported by the 
Norwegian state has been printing outspokenly antisemitic 
material. Neither has anyone reacted to the fact that 
Frineten has presented the notorious US nazi David Duke 
as a “reliable source”. 

Tor Bach, editor of Monitor, made the position of anti- 
fascists clear: “Solidarity with the Palestinians and criticism 
of Israeli politics is one thing. This is something completely 
different. This is naked racism and a spreading of old Nazi 
mythology. That cannot be accepted, nor can it be accepted 
that a newspaper has run this kind of paranoid campaign 
for months without any visible sign of protest.” 

“To combat antisemitism”, he continued, “is a 
fundamental duty for all anti-racist organisations and 
should be for anyone else, whether they belong to the 
political left or right. That a party that once fought fascism 
so heroically is printing such rubbish is a disgrace and pours 
scorn on all their fallen war heroes who battled as partisans 
against the Nazis.” 

After Monitor's revelation of Friheten’s use of fascist 
sources, Friheten issued an apology but has continued to 
make editorial statements that cast doubt on the credibility 
of the apology. According to Friheten, Monitor's exposure is 
an attempt to smear the paper and to derail the important 
debate on the Middle East. Friheten claims “a powerful 
media establishment” has assisted Monitor. This is 
probably directed at the Norwegian News Bureau, which 
published a short report about Monitor's article. 

According to Friheten’s editorial, “someone” wants to 
silence those who express the fact that “Zionist and 
pro-Israeli forces hold a large media and lobby power in the 
capitalist countries”. The editorial ends by branding 
Monitor a “mouthpiece of the powers-that-be and mass 
murderers”. 

Reacting to this antisemitic trash, Bach declared, “If it 
were not for Friheten’s proud wartime history, | would 
have laughed. As things are now, | feel sorry for them. 
Twenty years ago | was spat at by Christian fundamentalists 
while collecting money for health teams for the Palestinians 
and | find Israel’s behaviour in the occupied territories 
appalling. Nevertheless, if you criticise someone for 
spreading outrageous lies about Jews and Israel, you are 
labelled as a part of the “Zionist lobby” and as a defender 
of mass murder.” 
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N orwe : an EU 2001. It achieved an unexpected breakthrough winning 
S 7% of the vote and 40 parliamentary seats. It draws 
much of its strength from the support it gets from Radio 


opponents reject Maria, a mass audience Catholic nationalist radio 


= = station created by Father Tadeusz Rydzyk. Radio Maria 
Polish extremists often features antisemitic statements and, in a recent 
programme, warned against an alleged Jewish 
=e ‘Snvasion’” of Poland. 

By Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw and The LPR’s ranks also include the All-Polish Youth, 
Tor Bach in Oslo which is mostly comprised of skinheads and continues 
the traditions of the violent nationalist youth group 

A JOINT Norwegian Polish anti-fascist operation has of the same name in the 1920s and 1930s. One of the 
thwarted the plans of a far-right Polish group to hijack a _ LPR’s founders and leaders is Ryszard Bender, a historian 
major Norwegian anti-EU organisation. Thanks to and a former MP in the communist parliament of the 
Searchlight’s sister magazines Nigdy Wiecej in Poland 1980s. In 2000, Bender publicly defended the convicted 
and Monitor in Norway, an attempt by the LPR to exploit Holocaust denier Dariusz Ratajczak and denied that 
the EU issue in Poland flopped miserably. Auschwitz was a death camp, causing a national scandal. 

The Polish National Education Institute, an offshoot of Another scandal was sparked off by LPR MPs on 28 
the League of Polish Families (LPR), had invited Sigbjorn February this year when, during a parliamentary debate, 
Gjelsvik, the head of Nei til EU (No to the EU), tospeakat they accused the chairman of the National 
a seminar in Warsaw on 20 March on “The Family and Commemoration Institute (IPN), Professor Leon Kieres, 
Nation in the EU”. Unaware of the true nature of hosts, of being anti-Polish and serving Jewish interests, and 
Mr Gjelsvik agreed to consider the invitation. suggested his Polishness was dubious. 

Nei til EU is a large, democratic and explicitly anti- This row was a result of Kieres’s role in investigating 
racist organisation, attracting majority support in the Jedwabne pogrom of 1941. The LPR’s use of open 

_ Norway, mainly from the centre and left of the political antisemitism in the parliamentary debate caused 
spectrum. It has a proud history of opposition to racist numerous intellectuals, professors, artists and other 
elements and most recently voted for a proposal to public figures to sign open letters protesting at its 
exclude its Polish sister organisation from the Anti- behaviour. 

Maastricht Alliance because of its ultra-right views. The March seminar in the parliament building in 

When Monitor alerted Mr Gjelsvik to the kind of Warsaw was designed to highlight the LPR’s new-found 
people for whom he was about to become an alibi, he “respectability”. After Mr Gjelsvik’s withdrawal, the 
immediately wrote to the LPR giving his reasons for conference went ahead with two lower key international 
refusing to participate in the seminar. speakers from France. 

His letter explained, “I’ve heard that numerous One was Nelson Fragelli who claimed that the EU’s 
intellectuals, professors, artists and other public figures main goal was the promotion of homosexuality, 
have protested during the past week against the LPRfor abortion and “non-Christian immigration”. The other 
presenting antisemitic statements in a parliamentary was John Laughland, introduced as a professor at the 
debate. It has also been brought to my attention that Sorbonne, who claimed the EU was based on a 
several important persons in LPR are Holocaust deniers, “Trotskyist idea” and dominated by “hardline Marxists”. 
and that its youth organisation (All-Polish Youth) is No wonder he's called Laughland! 
influenced by skinheads. I have not been able to check After the dismal failure of the event, the LPR 
all this information, but, if it is correct, it is impossible nationalists directed their rage at Nigdy Wiecej. The far- 
for Nei til EU to have any relations with LPR. Therefore, right daily Nasz Dziennik witch-hunted a member of 
I will not participate in your conference.” Nigdy Wiecej’s staff, claiming that he was responsible for 

The LPR is a far-right political party formed shortly Gjelvsik’s decision. Father Rydzyk also personally 
before the Polish parliamentary elections of September attacked Nigdy Wiecej in a Radio Maria broadcast. 
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FRANCE 


Le Pen’s last show? 





By Esbé for REFLEX in Paris 


THE FRENCH presidential election just after we go to 
press and the parliamentary election in June will show 
whether the Front National (FN) has recovered the 
capacity to be a political nuisance that it so often 
exhibited before its disastrous 1998 split. In addition to 
the FN, the extreme right was represented in the 
presidential election by Bruno Megrét’s Mouvement 
National Républicain (MNR) and the rightist anti- 
abortion campaigner and MP, Christine Boutin, who is 
standing as an individual. 

The former Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, leader of 
the right-wing Mouvement Pour La France (MPF), was 
unable to stand. Although he performed spectacularly 
in the 1999 European elections, he failed to obtain the 
500 signatures of notables (mayors, councillors, prefects, 
MPs, elected officials, etc) needed to get onto the ballot 
paper. The ultra-liberal Nicolas Miguet suffered the 
same fate. 

The hectic effort to gather signatures was one of the 
few eventful aspects of an otherwise low-key election 
campaign whose monotony only reinforced the 
impression of a gigantic circus in which, for the majority 
of the record 17 candidates, a thirst for power seemed to 
have taken the place of a political programme. 

Each would-be candidate has to chase 500 signatures 
but each notable can only endorse one candidate. 
If the candidates whose parties have enough elected 
representatives are taken out of the equation, the rest, 
particularly the extreme-right candidates, are reduced 
to hunting around frantically for the signatures of village 
mayors and such like. 

The struggle has become harder since the 
Constitutional Council decided it would publish a list of 
each candidate’s signatures. Who would want to see 
their name associated with the likes of Le Pen or Mégret? 

The EN, which the media have considered beyond the 
pale since its 1998 internal crisis, hardly got the chance 
to talk about itself. Having renounced his previously 
successful strategy of “short phrases”, Le Pen, 73, and 
still seeking institutional recognition, wanted to portray 
himself as a serious and responsible candidate — a man 
with gravitas. He has focused on the issue of 
“insecurity”, a theme he regards as his personal property 
and on which he would like to be viewed as a specialist. 

He also dusted off his hoary old tale of being the 
victim of a “plot” by “the media” to muzzle him, and of 
an “establishment” plot to prevent him gathering his 500 
signatures. He has done this in every presidential 


election since 1981, so nothing new there, then. 

This time he might be closer to the truth. It seems that 
President Jacques Chirac’s conservative RPR sent 
anonymous leaflets to right-wing mayors in an attempt 
to pressure them into refusing the FN their signatures. 
And the Higher Audiovisual Council has admitted that 
Le Pen received proportionally less radio and television 
coverage than the other main parties and their 
candidates. 

However, these facts are not enough to justify the FN’s 
extreme dramatisation of the issue. There have been 
petitions, “appeals to the defenders of democracy”, 
the appearance of his usually silent wife Jany in 
magazines, personal phone calls by Le Pen to the 
mayors of small municipalities and a ridiculous tense 
Internet countdown of the number of missing 
signatures. Two days before the closing date, he was still 
24 short but finally met the deadline with 503 signatures. 

Despite its farcical behaviour, the FN, which opinion 
polls were giving a first-round vote of 11%, seems to 
have recovered its strong 1995 position. The difference 
between now and then is that there is no widespread 
anti-fascist movement to counter it. The few anti-FN 
protests have mainly consisted of small groups and 
even isolated individuals. This is astonishing in the 
light of social conditions that are increasingly favouring 
the fascists. 

Another candidate in the election was the former 
socialist minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement, who mixes 
neo-gaullist rhetoric with nationalist-republican 
phraseology. He has achieved star status, but this must 
not obscure the fact that the FN, in the person of its 
volcanic president, remains the third political force in 
the country. Le Pen continues to use nationalist and 
xenophobic language every bit as virulent as in the 
period, not so long ago, when everyone was screaming 
that democracy was in danger. 

Mégret, who was set to achieve a pitiful 1% of the 
presidential election vote, seems to have chosen play 
the RPR’s game by parasitising the FN without any hope 
of success. Mégret’s movement looks destined for the 
sidelines, like the tiny “Too many immigrants — France 
for the French” group led by Louis Girard, which was 
financed by the RPR in a bid to torpedo the FN vote. 
Girard has since joined the MNR. Unless Mégret can 
keep his party alive at all costs, the long wait for Le Pen’s 
final disappearance will leave him little chance of 
existence on the political scene. 
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Haider’s obsession 





with German issues 


Jorg Haider, 
Freedom Party 
leader, on a 
German 
television 
programme 


By Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


“THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT is committed to a self- 
critical scrutiny of the National Socialist past. It will 
ensure exposure of the structures of injustice and the 
transmission of this knowledge to coming generations 
as a warning for the future,” the Austrian government's 
official programme stated in February 2000. 

Yet the government, a coalition between the right- 
wing extremist Freedom Party (FPO) and the 
conservative People’s Party (OVP), cynically perpetuates 
Nazi injustice and is allowed to do so by the absence of 
any real protest either in Austria or abroad. In the latest 
violation of this supposedly solemn pledge, Herbert 
Haupt, the FPO Social Affairs Minister, declared — in 
reply to a parliamentary question from the Green Party 
— that the periods Austrian deserters from the Nazi 
Wehrmacht spent in prison or concentration camps 
cannot count towards their pensions because deserting 
from the Wehrmacht was at that time a crime. 

The only conclusion to be drawn is that the Austrian 
government prefers murderers to those who had the cour- 
age to refuse to murder and deserted from Hitler's army. 

The programme also declared, “The Federal 
Government will work for fair solutions to the questions 
of all persons compelled to perform forced labour during 
the Second World War, Austrian prisoners-of-war and the 
German-speaking populations expelled to Austria as a 
result of the Benes decrees and the Avnoj regulations”. 
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Some European Union observers seem to have read 
only the first part of the sentence and become unduly 
enthusiastic, overlooking the fact that it was Germany 
that first decided to pay compensation to the slave 
labourers. The second part of the sentence, which 
represents the revanchist ideology of the right-wing 
extremist Jorg Haider, seems to have been ignored. 

Revanchism is not dead, as the controversy over the 
Czech nuclear power station at Temelin clearly shows, 
an issue that the Freedom Party used mainly to whip up 
anti-Czech feeling. A petition to stop energy production 
at Temelin was signed by 15.5% of all Austrians entitled 
to vote. 

The 915,000 signatures are put into clearer 
perspective if one considers that the ultra-right daily 
Kronenzeitung, which is read by more than two million 
people, had devoted 400 pages to promoting the 
petition, including numerous front-page and leading 
articles over many weeks. 

While the failure of the petition means that Temelin is 
off the political agenda, thanks to Haider a new conflict 
is looming on the horizon, in the form of the aftermath 
of the Benes decrees. So committed is the Austrian 
government to a cosmetic respraying of history that 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner, the OVP Foreign Minister, is 
planning to raise the issue in the EU’s Council of 
Ministers. She will argue that the decrees conflict with 
EU law and the “Copenhagen Criteria’, which include 
respect for fundamental human rights. 





Three years ago, the EU’s commissioner for 
enlargement, Giinter Verheugen, declared: “The Benes 
decrees ... cannot be made an issue in the accession 
negotiations” with the countries affected. But for Haider 
the demand that the Czechs scrap the Benes decrees 
remains an article of faith. 

Haider's rise in Austrian politics began in 1986, the 
year the “historians’ dispute” about the Holocaust broke 
out in Germany and the year after the notorious visit of 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and US President 
Ronald Reagan to the Bitburg cemetery, where SS men 
are buried. 

This is no coincidence. There is a direct connection 
between the German Chancellor who imported an 
American president to pay tribute to SS men and 
Haider’s positive statements about SS veterans. 
Likewise connected are the theses of Ernst Nolte, 
the most radical revisionist historian in Germany, 
who claims that the extermination of the Jews was only 
a reaction to Stalin’s liquidation of the Russian 
bourgeoisie, and Haider's claim that the worst criminals 
in history were Churchill and Stalin. (After being 
criticised, he opted for Stalin and Hitler!) 

Almost all the main themes of Haider’s revisionist and 
revanchist ideology are not Austrian issues but 
borrowed from German public debate, for example, the 
bombing of Dresden and the Czech-German dialogue 
over compensation payments to the Germans expelled 
from the Sudetenland. 

When Haider speaks about Churchill’s crimes he 
invariably mentions the Germans expelled from the 
Sudetenland and not the three times larger number of 
Germans expelled from the territories annexed by 
Poland and Russia. This is because the Sudeten German 
question has been much more prominent in 
German public debate since 1995. During the 
negotiations about the accession of the Czech Republic 
to Nato, Germany was required to arrange payment of 
compensation to 12,000 Czech victims of the Nazis. 

The Sudetendeutsche Landsmannschaft (SL), the 
organisation of former Sudeten Germans, many of whom 
settled in Bavaria, greeted this decision with fury. The SL 
is very influential in the Christian Social Party (CSU), the 
Bavarian sister party of the then ruling Christian 
Democrats, and Edmund Stoiber, the CSU leader, is 
heavily committed to the Sudeten German cause. 

The CSU argues that, in return for German 
compensation to Czech victims of the Nazis, the 
Germans expelled from the Sudetenland should be 
compensated for the possessions they left behind and 
. their assets should be returned to them. This demand, 
accepted as official policy by the Kohl government, was 
popular on the German right but naturally caused a 
furore in the Czech Republic. In 1996 it brought 
negotiations between the two countries to crisis point. 
Czech President Vaclav Havel came under attack from 
the German revanchists and Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus 
practically suspended talks with Germany. In the end, 
after another year of negotiations, Germany and the 
Czech Republic signed an agreement in January 1997. 

Germany apologised for Nazi crimes’ in 
Czechoslovakia and promised to compensate the 
victims. The Czech Republic apologised for expelling the 
Germans, and Germany agreed to include a paragraph 
in the agreement which admitted that the Nazi crimes 
“contributed” to preparing the ground for the transfer of 
Germans. It should be noted that the word was 
“contributed” not “caused”. 

The Czech Republic refused to compensate the 





expelled Germans or to return their assets but agreed to 
renounce its own claims for compensation and 
accepted the analogy between Nazi crimes and the 
expulsion of the Sudeten Germans. The SL was not 
satisfied with the Czechs’ refusal to accept its claims and 
complained that “we are dealing with the most serious 
case of ethnic cleansing perpetrated in Europe after the 
Second World War”. 

Since then, Stoiber and his deputy, Michael Glotz, 
have compared the negotiations between the Czech 
government and the expelled Germans with the 
negotiations between Germany and _ Holocaust 
survivors. 

Stoiber, the Bavarian Prime Minister and conservative 
contender in next September's election for German 
Chancellor, and Glotz are the two German politicians 
closest to Haider. Immediately after the October 1999 


election, in which the Freedom Party took 27% of 


the vote, Stoiber called for Haider to be included in the 
Austrian coalition government and criticised the EU’s 
mildly critical policy towards Austria referring to it as 
“gunboat politics”. 

On 6 February 2000, Haider said in an interview on 
German television that the Germans expelled from the 
Sudetenland are entitled to compensation identical to 
that received by Austrian Jews persecuted by the Nazis. 
With this statement Haider paid his debt to his allies and 
friends in Germany. He also gave vent to his own ideas, 
which constantly draw parallels between the Holocaust 
and German suffering after 1945. 

In an Austrian parliamentary debate in June 1995 on 
compensating victims of the Nazis who were Austrian 
citizens before the 1938 Anschluss but did not return to 
Austria, Haider at first opposed any payments, claiming 
that Austrian citizens’ money should not be transferred 
abroad. Later he retreated but demanded recompense 
for Austrian civilians and POWs, many of whom were 
Nazi war criminals. 

In fact Austrians should be grateful to the Czechs. 
After all, in autumn 1945 the late Czech Foreign 
Minister, Jan Masaryk, met the wishes of the new 
Austrian government and exempted Austrian citizens 
and Austrian property from the Benes decrees. Instead, 
the OVP is following Haider in looking for trouble with 
Austria’s northern neighbour. 

Austria, which for decades did its utmost to avoid 
paying reparations to the victims of Austrian and 
German Nazism, is now demanding compensation for 
the Sudeten Germans, the height of hypocrisy and 
another gross violation of its February 2000 pledges. 





Edmund 
Stoiber, 
Christian 
Social Party 
leader and 
candidate for 
German 
Chancellor 
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New museum rewrites 
history of terror 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


ON 7 AND 21 APRIL, Hungarians went to the polls to 
elect a new government. As we went to press after the 
first round, the Socialists were marginally ahead of 
the conservative Fidesz and the far-right MIEP had 
failed to reach the 5% threshold to get into parliament. 

The campaign of the ruling Fidesz party, which was 
supported by Istvan Csurka’s right-wing extremist MIEP, 
has been characterised by nationalism, antisemitism 
and fomenting hatred against the left, which it has 
accused in parliament of being “traitors to the 
homeland”. 

A few weeks before the election campaign got fully 
under way, the government opened a new museum in 
Budapest called the House of Terror. The building’s 
facade displays the infamous fascist Arrow Cross and the 
five-pointed Soviet star, falsely equating the Hungarian 
Nazis with the Communists who fought them. 

Most of the space inside is devoted to showing 
political police terror in Hungary after 1945, with no 
distinction between the early postwar period, when 
there was a multi-party regime and the political police 
hunted Hungarian fascist war criminals, and the period 
after the establishment of Stalinist one-party rule, when 
many innocent people were arrested. 

The museum confines antisemitic and racist evil to 
the Arrow Cross period overlooking the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of Hungarian Jews were 
deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau under the rule of the 
dictator Admiral Horthy and with his full consent. 
This took place before 15 October 1944, the date when 
the Arrow Cross movement came to power. 

Nor should it be forgotten that it was the royal 
Hungarian Gendarmerie that used whips to drive Jews 
into the cattle trucks transporting them to the Nazi 
death camps. The Gendarmerie also committed crimes 


The Benes Decrees 


The Benes Decrees were issued between 1940 and 
1946 by Czechoslovakia’s president Eduard Benes 
to form the basis of the country’s postwar revival 
and constitutional order. 

Among other things, the decrees, which later 
became law, determined questions of the citizen- 
ship, civil rights and property of Czechoslovakia’s 
German and Hungarian minorities, stripping 2.5 
million Sudeten Germans of Czechoslavak citizen- 
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against farm workers who dared to ask for more pay and 
against socialists and communists. 

These facts of history are all lost on the present 
government, which has revived and is continuing the 
political culture of the Horthy regime and can now even 
publicly honour the Gendarmerie. Needless to say, the 
Gendarmerie is not mentioned in the House of Terror. 

The grotesquely misnamed MIEP, the Hungarian Life 
and Justice Party, declares: “We are not left, we are not 
right, but we are national and Christian”. Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban, meanwhile, insists he is not 
liberal and not conservative but that his “world 
outlook” is Hungarian, whatever that means. On the 
radio programme Sunday Journal, which is very 
friendly to the MIEP, he gave a hint of what it might 
mean when remark on Hungarian Lebensraum, using 
the Hungarian word that was a favourite slogan of the 
Arrow Cross movement. 

Wherever Orban leads, the MIEP goes further, by 
demanding a revision of the Trianon peace treaty of 
1920. Orban has not dared demand that yet but has said 
the Benes Decrees of 1945 should be scrapped, 
provoking anger from Hungary’s Slovak neighbours. 
Under early postwar agreements between 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, there was an exchange of 
population in 1947 when about 60,000 Slovaks from 
Hungary settled in Slovakia and about 75,000 
Hungarians left Slovakia for Hungary. 

All this revanchist drum beating, however, should be 
viewed in a much broader perspective. Bavaria’s 
conservative Prime Minister Edmund Stoiber, the 
Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schiissel and Orban have 
already established an alliance to question the Benes 
Decrees. Interestingly, their three parties belong to the 
European People’s Party Group. This is the same group 
to which the British Conservatives in the European 
Parliament belong. 


ship, appropriating their land and expelling them. 
As a result of postwar agreements between 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the Hungarians were 
not expelled but took part in an exchange of 
population in 1947. About 60,000 Slovaks from 
Hungary settled in Slovakia and approximately 


75,000 Hungarians left Slovakia for Hungary. 

Around 400,000 Hungarians in Czechoslovakia 
Coy cclemcomeciuellia(ecmalliiretelatclimarcliceircl nail ce(si mace) 
regain their civil rights and their property, which had 
been confiscated. 
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italy: Mafia links 
suspected in nazi 
murder 


Leading Italian neo-nazi 
Aldo Semerari was 
murdered in Naples in 
early April in what may 
have been the grisly 
outcome of his 
involvement with the 
Naples Mafia. 

Semerari had been 
missing for six days, after 
@ Racist ‘christians’ traternise travelling from Rome to 
@ Criminal statistics and Naples in order to 

racism. : interview a jailed member 
*S of the Camorra, as the 
Naples Mafia is known. 
His decapitated body was found in a car in a villa near Naples. 

Rome police are now making it known that they believe Semerari 
to have been the source of a forged document published in the 
Communist daily !’Unita, which purported to show that Christian 
Democrat leaders had made a deal with jailed Camorra members 
in arranging the release of a Christian Democrat politician, Ciro 
Cirillo, kidnapped by the Red Brigades last year. 

Semerari is one of the leading figures in the nazi Third Position 
group, whose members have been implicated in a number of 
terrorist outrages. He was held by police immediately after the 
Bologna station attack in 1980 but subsequently released for lack 
of evidence. 


THESE MEN BELIEVE THEY 
ARE THE NEW LEADERS 
' OF THE ARYAN RACE 


Inside: 
@ Who’s uniting with who in 
Britain’s newest nazi party? 
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10 years ago 
May 1992 


Denmark: Nazi 
bombers slay 
anti-fascist 


| A young man was killed 

| when a new terror bomb 
| blew to pieces the 

| headquarters of the left- 
| wing International 
Socialists in Copenhagen 
on 19 March. 

Henrik Christiansen, 
aged 29, was reading the 
mail and preparing for a 
=| meeting when the parcel 
bomb exploded. According 
to police explosives 
experts the bomb was 


BNP INFESTS EAST END 
FORGENERALELECTION | 2xvets the bomb w 
both extremely precise 


and extremely powerful, and left only pulverised evidence. 

There is no doubt that the intention was to kill. The bomb went 
off without any warning being given and no announcement was 
made afterwards. But since the attack several known anti-racists 
have received threatening letters from hitherto unknown groups... 

The shockwave effect of the bombing on left-wing and 
anti-racist groups has been enormous and a memorial and 
protest demonstration in Copenhagen on 21 March attracted 
15,000 people. 
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After the terror attack 
the racist backlash begins 


the new nazis 


defending the crimes of the Wehrmacht 


Sleeping with 
the enemy 


Griffin ponders black membership 


Back Numbers 
£2 each post free 
(Issues to February 1999 £1) 


Cheques payable to 
Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, 

liford IG5 ONG. 

Tel: 020 7681 8660 

Fax: 020 7681 8650 


(Some early issues are no longer available.) 
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Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops 
when you can save 20% by getting the 
magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


WHITE RIOT 

“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
against celebrities and rivals [and] describes 
how the organisation collapsed into murderous 
feuding.” 


“Excellent... highly readable” “y 


(To buy the book only, send £7.50 with order) THE VIOLENT STORY fe) = 


COMBAT 18 


NICK LOWLES 





Name 
Address 








Postcode 





Please debit my account with the sum of £24.00 immediately and annually thereafter until 
cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 








Account No Sort Code 
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Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 40-17-45, 

HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 OLH) 

PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 

This is a UK standing order offer only. All details must be completed to qualify. Cash annual subscriptions are 
available at £24 (UK individuals) and £32 (UK organisations) but without the book, cheques payable to 
Searchlight Magazine. See page 30. Please allow 28 days for delivery of book. Searchlight subscriptions are 
100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 

Overseas rates: £36 Europe individuals; £43 other individuals; £48 organisations. 05/02 


I 








ISSN 0262-4591 


| 


9 770262 





